
To: Legislative Colleagues 
  

From: Rep. Jill Billings & Rep. John Nygren 

        Sen. Jennifer Shilling 
  

Date: December 2, 2019 
  

Re: Co-sponsorship memo for LRB-4294: The Water Pollution Notification Act 
  

SHORT DEADLINE: Monday, December 9th, 2019 
  

In early 2017, about 2,000 La Crosse County residents were notified by the county that they 

should test their wells due to detected indicators of water pollution. When it was revealed that 

monitoring wells in La Crosse County had been showing elevated nitrate levels since 2005, 

residents wondered why they had not been notified much earlier. 

  

Under current law, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is not required to notify 

counties or private well owners when a holder of a Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (WPDES) permit in their area violates the conditions of the permit. In the 2017 case of 

La Crosse County, the elevated nitrate levels were only discovered after a 2016 audit of the 

WPDES program and subsequent open records requests of the DNR. 

  

This bill seeks to address the public’s right to know about possible exposure to groundwater 

pollutants.  

  

Under this bill, if a holder of a WPDES permit has violated a groundwater standard, the DNR 

would be responsible for notifying the county in which the permit holder is located and any 

adjacent county the DNR determines may be negatively affected by the violation. Specifically, 

the DNR must send this notification of permit violation to both the county health and county land 

and conservation departments. The DNR would be required to provide this notice within 7 

business days of confirmation of a violation. Further, to provide this information to any 

interested member of the public, the bill instructs the DNR to create and maintain a notification 

system that the public can opt-in to receive notifications of the violations that trigger the notice 

requirement outlined in the bill. 

  

To co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email or contact Rep. Billings' office at 6-5780 by 5 

p.m. on Monday, December 9th. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under this bill, if the Department of Natural Resources finds that the holder of a Wisconsin 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit has violated groundwater standards, DNR 
must notify the county health department and county land and conservation department in 
the county in which the permit holder is located and the county health department and 
county land and conservation department in any adjacent county that DNR determines may 
be negatively affected by the violation. The bill requires DNR to provide these notices 



within seven business days after confirming that a violation has occurred. The bill also 
allows DNR to establish, by rule, procedures for providing the required notice. Finally, the 
bill requires DNR to create and maintain a notification system for notifying county health 
departments, county land and conservation departments, and interested parties of the 
types of violations that trigger the notice requirement. 
  
 


