
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

DATE:            October 15, 2019 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:          Representative Nancy VanderMeer 
                        Senator Patrick Testin 
  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-4286/1, relating to: the practice of physical therapy 
students and physical therapist assistant students and granting rule-making authority 
  
DEADLINE: October 22nd, 2019 at 4:00 PM 
  

 
  
Hands-on training that is needed to become a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant 

begins at the student level.  The training and placement for Student Physical Therapist Assistants 

(SPTA’s) and Student Physical Therapists (SPT’s) has become an issue due to lack of clarity in 

our statutes, which currently doesn’t address the supervision of a student. 
  
This legislation seeks to clarify what determines “supervision” of a student PTA or student PT 

by a Physical Therapist (PT) or Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA). This legislation will provide 

statutory direction to the Department of Safety and Professional Services, along with the 

Physical Therapy Examining Board (PTEB) to define in rules what supervision of PT and PTA 

students entails. 
  
Currently, students are only addressed in statute in regards to not needing a license if assisting in 

addressing the physical therapist’s plan of care.  The PTEB has passed clear rules concerning the 

supervision of PTAs and of unlicensed personnel (PT5), however students are not directly 

addressed. This is causing clinical sites to default to the requirements for unlicensed personnel 

which requires the PT to be on premise. Yet, students are clearly a separate category in statute 

when addressing individuals who do not need a license (Chapter 448.52 (1m) (b) and (c)). 
  
Clinical sites that historically accepted and trained SPTAs under the direct supervision of a PTA 

and the general supervision of a PT are no longer accepting SPTAs for these clinical affiliations 

because they do not consistently have a PT on premise (example: PTAs carrying out the physical 

therapist’s plan of care in school settings and in-home care). There are 9 PTA educational 

programs in Wisconsin that are having difficulty finding sites to provide the hands-on 

clinical education required for their students to graduate. In addition to this being a 

frustration for the students, it is anticipated that this may result in a significant workforce 

shortage. 
  
Under the bill, the PTEB would be directed to promulgate rules to clarify the supervision 

requirements for students. They have done so for all other individuals who assist in addressing 

the PT’s plan of care. This is not an expansion of scope, but rather a clarification which would 



allow clinical sites to continue to provide education to SPTAs as they historically have always 

done. 
  
The Wisconsin Physical Therapy Association (WPTA), on behalf of their members, brought this 

issue forward and is supportive of this legislation. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill 1) modifies the practice permissions for physical therapy students and physical 
therapist assistant students to eliminate requirements that they be assisting physical 
therapists when practicing and 2) allows the Physical Therapy Examining Board to 
promulgate rules related to the supervision of students who perform physical therapy 
procedures and related tasks. 
 


