
DATE: December 10, 2019 
 
TO: All Legislators 
 
FROM:  Rep. Sondy Pope               
 Sen. Jon Erpenbach 
 Rep. David Considine 
               
 
RE: LRB-4164/1 – relating to: teacher licensure in parental choice programs and in the Special Needs 
Scholarship Program and granting rule-making authority. 
 
DEADLINE: December 19 at 5:00pm 
 
 

 
Pedagogy is the method and practice of teaching children academic subjects and theoretical concepts. 
Education experts view pedagogy as both science and art and vital to effective academic and cognitive 
learning. Science-based pedagogy helps students have better understanding of fundamental material 
and concepts. Not only does it improve student memorization and comprehension, but also cultivates 
analysis, evaluation and creativity.    
 
Currently, the minimum requirement for teachers at private schools participating in a parental choice 
program or in the Special Needs Scholarship Program is a bachelor’s degree.  This means that these 
teachers are not required to have pedagogical experience or complete certain curricula required for a 
teaching license issued by the Department of Public Instruction (DPI).   
 
Because these teachers are paid using public tax dollars, LRB 4164/1 requires that teachers teaching in 
private schools participating in a choice program or Special Needs Scholarship Program be required to 
be licensed by DPI. The bill grants a grace period for a teacher who has been teaching for at least five 
consecutive years immediately preceding July 1, 2022, through a non-renewable waiver.   
 

 

**If you are interested in co-sponsoring this bill please contact my office at 266-3520 or 

reply to this email (Rep.Pope@legis.wi.gov).  

 

**Anyone who signs on to the Assembly version will automatically be added to the Senate 

version unless indicated otherwise. 

 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

 
With certain exceptions, this bill requires that, beginning on July 1, 2022, teachers at private schools 
participating in a parental choice program or in the Special Needs Scholarship Program must hold a 
license or permit issued by the Department of Public Instruction. Under current law, teachers at choice 
schools must have at least a bachelor's degree from a nationally or regionally accredited institution of 
higher education, but they are not required to be licensed by DPI. There are no current law 
requirements regarding who may teach at SNSP schools. The bill provides an exception for a teacher 
who teaches only courses in rabbinical studies. In addition, the bill provides a grace period for a teacher 
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who has been teaching for at least the five consecutive years immediately preceding July 1, 2022, which 
allows the teacher to apply for a temporary, nonrenewable waiver of the licensure requirement. An 
applicant for a waiver must submit a plan for becoming licensed as required under the bill. 

 
 

 


