
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:   Senator Dan Feyen & Chris Larson 

Representative John Nygren & Jill Billings             
  
Date:   August 30, 2019 
                                                                                          
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB 4158/1 & 2183/1: relating to: establishing a career advancement 

scholarship             program and making an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 13TH AT 5 PM                   
  
Wisconsin’s overall rate of educational attainment has increased from 38% in 2008 to 48.4% 

today. While this is above the national rate of 46.9%, labor economists estimate that 60% of all 

jobs will require a high-quality postsecondary credential by the end of 2020. Since Wisconsin’s 

population is aging and leaving Wisconsin’s workforce, we need people to attain a post-

secondary credential and fill these vacancies within the labor force. 
  
We are introducing legislation that creates an appropriation for a scholarship for non-traditional 

students—defined as an individual at least 25 years old-- who do not have a post-secondary 

credential and intend to enroll in a technical college, University of Wisconsin-System, or a tribal 

college or private nonprofit institution of higher education. An individual must be Pell-eligible, 

complete the federal Free Application for Federal Student aid, and be considered an independent 

student. 
  
This scholarship is meant to incentivize and help non-traditional students attain higher workforce 

skills. While there can be many obstacles like child care, work schedules, and family 

responsibility, the purpose of this bill is to lessen the financial burden that these individuals face. 

Overall, the goal of this legislation is to work toward a Wisconsin postsecondary attainment rate 

of 60 percent by 2027 laid out by the 60 Forward campaign, which is a collaboration between the 

UW System, WTCS, and WAICU. 
  
The bill also includes an additional appropriation of $500,000 that will be given to the 60 

Forward initiative for a marketing campaign to encourage nontraditional students to use the 

scholarship to earn a credential. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact Rep. Nygren’s office at 6-2343 

or Rep.Nygren@legis.wisconsin.gov or Sen. Feyen’s office at 6-5300 

or Sen.Feyen@legis.wisconsin.gov before September 13th. All co-authors will automatically be 

added to the Senate and Assembly versions of the bill unless otherwise specified. 
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