
 
  

  
DATE:            October 15, 2019 
  
TO:                 All Legislators 
  

FROM:           Representative Dave Murphy 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4151/1, relating to: providing foster parents with a 

copy of a permanency plan 
  

SHORT DEADLINE: October 22, 2019 at 12 NOON 
  
This legislation is part of a package of bills released by the Speaker’s Task Force on Adoption. 

The Speaker’s Task Force on Adoption held 7 hearings around the state this summer, gathering 

input from various judicial authorities, social/case workers, parents, adoptees, state agencies, 

and private organizations. This bill has been drafted as a direct result of testimony shared 

during the hearings. This idea will make a positive impact on our most vulnerable children and 

has been crafted with their best interest at heart, helping them to find safe, permanent homes 

where they can flourish and grow. 
  
For many years it has been a common practice for foster parents to receive a copy of the 

permanency plan for the children in their care. For kids in the foster system, often the goal is 

reunification with their biological parents. The permanency plan is an assessment of the child 

and their needs. It focuses on what is in the child’s best interests. The importance of stability and 

continuity form the basis for the plan. 
  
A permanency plan is a valuable tool for foster parents. Although the information contained in it 

is sensitive, it is the very information foster parents need to help provide the best care they can 

for their foster child. 
  
Within the past few years, some county corporation counsels have found that there is no explicit 

statutory authority in the Wisconsin Children’s Code to distribute these plans to foster parents. 

Concerned about liability, several counties have reluctantly stopped sharing the plans with foster 

parents. 
  
A recent panel of county foster care coordinators in Northeast Wisconsin lamented the change, 

calling it a “huge disservice” that should be fixed. 
  
This bill adds a child’s foster parent and a child in foster care who is 12 years or older to the list 

of individuals that may receive a copy of a permanency plan and any written comments 

submitted to the agency that is preparing the permanency plan. 
  
Knowing what a child has been through is vital to being an effective parent. If foster parents are 

trusted with a child's care, they can certainly be trusted with the child's story. 



  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Representative Dittrich’s office at 

6-8551 or Rep. Dittrich@ legis.wi.gov by 12:00 noon on October 22nd. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill adds a child's foster parent and a child in foster care who is 12 years or older to 

the list of individuals that receive a copy of a permanency plan and any written comments 

submitted to the agency that is preparing the permanency plan before a permanency review and a 

permanency hearing.  Under current law, the agency that prepared the permanency plan is 

required to send a copy of the plan and the written comments that the agency received on the 

plan to members of the review panel; the child's parent, guardian, and legal custodian; the person 

representing the interests of the public; the child's counsel, guardian ad litem, or court-appointed 

special advocate; and, if the child is an Indian child who is placed outside the home of his or her 

parent or Indian custodian, the Indian child's Indian custodian and tribe. 
  

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
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