
To:         All Legislators 
  
From:    Representative David Steffen and Senator Dale Kooyenga 
               
Date:     January 15, 2020 
  
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB 4149/1; relating to purchase and renovation of a center 
for the employment of blind and visually impaired individuals, sale of the existing center, 
granting bonding authority, and making an appropriation 

  

Deadline: January 22th at 5 pm 

 
  
Beyond Vision is a non-profit that provides employment for blind and visually impaired 
individuals. Currently the employees do light assembly and run a call center. Their 
contracts are often with major Wisconsin firms like Harley Davidson, Briggs and 
Stratton, and Oshkosh Corp. Beyond Vision has a statewide impact for people who are 
blind, and their families. 
  
From 1903 in until 1984 Beyond Vision was a state agency. Their employees can 
participate in state benefit and pension plans. And they operate out of two state owned 
buildings which have outlived their useful life. In order to operate efficiently, expand, and 
co locate with other entities that serve the blind, they have identified a former Sam's 
Club in West Allis as a future site for the non-profit. 
  
This bill amends the 2019-21 Authorized State Building Program to add a grant to 
Wiscraft, Inc., doing business as Beyond Vision, to assist in the purchase and 
renovation of a new facility in Milwaukee County for the employment of blind and 
visually impaired individuals and the provision of related services to those individuals. 
Under the bill, the Department of Administration is required to sell the existing land and 
facilities occupied by Wiscraft, Inc., to the highest bidder and deposit the proceeds of 
the sale in the budget stabilization fund. 
  
Although Beyond Vision is located in Southeast Wisconsin, statewide remote 
employment will be one of the goals of the Beyond Vision Ability Center when their new 
facility is fully operational. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, or contact Christina in 
Rep Steffen’s office (6-5840) or Sandy in Sen Kooyenga’s office (6-2512) by 5 pm on 
January 22nd. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau  
  
This bill amends the 2019-21 Authorized State Building Program to add a grant to Wiscraft, 
Inc., doing business as Beyond Vision, to assist in the purchase and renovation of a new facility 
in Milwaukee County for the employment of blind and 



visually impaired individuals and the provision of related services to those individuals.  The 
project has a combined cost of $11,000,000 ($5,000,000 in general fund supported borrowing 
authority and $6,000,000 in gifts, grants, and other 

receipts).  Under the bill, the Department of Administration is required to sell the existing land 
and facilities occupied by Wiscraft, Inc., to the highest bidder and deposit the proceeds of the 
sale in the budget stabilization fund. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to 
this bill. 
 


