
To: All Legislators 
From: Rep. Staush Gruszynski, Rep. Stuck 
                Sen. Carpenter 
Re: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4148/P1: Regulating certain chemicals in food packaging. 
Deadline: 4pm on Monday, February 10th, 2020 

In Wisconsin, perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) have become an 
alarming problem with a growing list of health concerns. Though drinking water 
contamination has been the most prevalent topic currently, since the 1940’s 
manufacturers have been using PFAS in food packaging as a grease-proofing agent. It 
is estimated that over half of our contact with PFAS comes from our food. This contact 
occurs when hot food is placed in PFAS packaging. The hot food causes a rapid 
release of PFAS that are then ingested. Currently, eight states including Minnesota and 
Michigan have adopted legislation that band or prohibits the manufacture and sale of 
food packaging containing PFAS.  
An ever growing list of health concerns has been associated with PFAS in recent years. 
PFAS have been linked to health concerns such as liver and kidney cancer, deceased 
fertility, incidents of thyroid problems and decreased immune responses to vaccines in 
children. Wisconsin needs to take action on PFAS not only in water contamination, but 
in food packaging as well if we are to combat these growing health concerns. 
Under LRB-4148, the Department of Natural Resources would have to determine if a 
safer packaging alternative to PFAS exists. The DNR must submit their report to LRB 
for publication to the Wisconsin Administration Register no later than January. 2021. If a 
safer alternative is determined in the January 1, 2021 report then no person may 
manufacture, sell, or distribute packaging that contains PFAS beginning January 1, 
2023. If no safer alternative is determined in the January 1, 2021 report, then DNR will 
annually review whether a safer alternative for that food packaging application exists. If 
DNR determines at any time that safer alternatives exists, DNR must submit a report to 
LRB for publication in the Wisconsin Administration Register and no person may 
manufacture, sell, or distribute packaging containing PFAS two years after the date of 
publication of the report. 
If you would like co-sponsor LRB-4148/P1, please reply to this email or contact 
Rep. Gruszynski’s office at 6-0616 by 4pm Monday, February 10th, 2020. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
                This bill requires the Department of Natural Resources to determine, no later 
than January 1, 2021, whether a safer alternative exists for perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in food packaging applications. The bill defines 
“safer alternative” as an alternative that 1) would reduce the potential for harm to human 
health or environment; 2) is readily available in sufficient quantity and at a comparable 
cost to PFAs; 3) performs as well or better than PFAS; and 4) if the alternative is a 
chemical, has been approved for food contact by the federal Food and Drug 
Administration. The bill requires DNR to submit a report on its determinations to the 
Legislative Reference Bureau no later than January 1, 2021, for publication in the 
Wisconsin Administrative Register. 
                Under the bill, if DNR determines in its January 1, 2021, report that there is a 
safer alternative to PFAs in a specific type of food packaging application, then no 



person may manufacture, sell, or distribute that type of food packaging if it contains 
PFAS beginning January 1, 2023. 
                If DNR determines in its January 1, 2021, report that there is no safer 
alternatives to PFAS in a specific type of food packaging application, the bill requires 
DNR to annually review whether a safer alternative for that food packaging application 
exists, and whether safer alternatives exist for new food packaging applications. If DNR 
determines at any time that safer alternatives exist, DNR must submit a report on its 
determination to the LRB for publication in the Wisconsin Administrative Register. If 
DNR makes such determination, then no person may manufacture, sell, or distribute 
that type of food packaging if it contains PFAS beginning two years after the date of 
publication of the applicable report. 
                A person who violates the bill’s prohibitions is subject to the same penalty that 
applies under current law to other general environmental provisions, which is a forfeiture 
of between $10 and $5,000 for each violation. 
                For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 
an appendix to this bill. 
  
 


