
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:                  All Legislators 
FROM:            Representative Melissa Sargent, Tod Ohnstad, Amanda Stuck, Chris Taylor 

                        Senator Jeff Smith, Mark Miller 
DATE:             August 29, 2019 
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB-4138/1 relating to: creating a task force on pollinator 
health. 
DEADLINE:    Monday,  September 9, 2019 AT 5:00 PM 
Without question, Wisconsin’s agricultural and economic capabilities are largely 
interconnected with the well-being of natural pollinators.  In Wisconsin, pollinators 
contribute to over $55 million in annual crop production, and $3.5 million in commodities, 
yet most importantly, pollinators are responsible for one in every three bites of food we 
consume. However, due to human expansion and lack of conservation education, pollinator 
populations are drastically declining.  During the past 30-years, our nation and state have 
seen unprecedented pollinator declines as a result of invasive species, human development, 
and mismanagement of public lands. If we do not take action to bolster pollinator health, 
populations will continue to decline and our state’s agricultural sector will suffer. 
  
Poor habitat management and improper pesticide usage prove to be the leading causes of 
pollinator decline within Wisconsin. Many experts advocate that raising public awareness 
and researching pesticide applications are small yet effective steps in restoring pollinator 
health. NCSL reports that at least 22 states have joined the effort to develop legislative 
measures that secure pollinator populations. An overwhelming number of states have 
begun their restoration projects by implementing innovative habitat management practices 
and creating a committee to develop public education and awareness programs.  
This bill creates a task force on pollinator health consisting of 15 members, including two 
nonvoting members from the Senate and two nonvoting members from the Assembly. Both 
the Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Agriculture, Trade and 
Consumer Protection will appoint a broad range of stakeholders, including advocacy 
groups for farmers, a beekeeper, and a small business owner who relies on adequate 
pollinator health.  This task force is charged with the responsibility of developing public 
awareness and educational programs regarding pollinator health, researching effective 
pesticide applications from other states and countries, and examining other relevant 
sources of pollinator population decline. 
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, or if you have any questions, please reply to 
this email or contact Rep. Sargent office (6-0960) by Monday,  September 9, 2019 AT 5:00 
PM 

Analysis from the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill creates the task force on pollinator health. The bill requires the task force to do all 
of the following: 

1.      Study successful public education and outreach programs regarding pollinator 
health from other states. 
2.      Evaluate the effectiveness of pesticide applicator licensing and other legal 
requirements and incentives in improving pollinator health. 
3.      Identify possible funding streams for efforts to promote or protect pollinator 
health. 

https://datcp.wi.gov/Documents/PPPComplete.pdf
https://www.beecityusa.org/what-is-a-bee-city.html
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2016/06/24/reversing-pollinator-decline-key-feeding-future
https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2016/06/24/reversing-pollinator-decline-key-feeding-future
http://www.ncsl.org/research/environment-and-natural-resources/pollinator-health.aspx


4.      Investigate the methods other states use to gather data on populations of bees 
or other pollinating insects. 
5.      Study pesticide regulations in other states and countries that are more 
protective of pollinator health than federal pesticide regulations. 
6.      Examine any other issues that the task force determines are relevant to 
pollinator health. 
7.      Report its findings and any recommendations to the legislature no later than 
December 31, 2020, at which time the task force terminates. 

  
 


