
 
TO:   All Legislators 
  
FROM:   Representative Gordon Hintz 

     Senator Tim Carpenter 
  
DEADLINE:  Thursday, January 23, 2020 

RE:   Co-Sponsorship of LRB 4137/1 relating to purchasing and distributing vaccines for 

children and making an appropriation. 

  
Over the past 15-20 years, vaccination rates have dropped at a significant rate in Wisconsin. 

Fewer children are receiving all the recommended immunizations on schedule and more parents 

are opting their children out using the various exemptions available in Wisconsin law, 

particularly the personal conviction exemption whose use has skyrocketed as vaccine rates have 

dropped. To combat this worrying trend and the misinformation driving it, and with the hopes of 

preserving herd immunity and the public health, we introduced 2019 AB 248, a bill to remove 

the personal conviction exemption from Wisconsin statutes. Unfortunately that bill has not 

received a public hearing in either chamber, and will likely not become law this session. In a 

continued effort to increase immunization rates, we introduce the Access to Vaccines package, a 

series of bills aimed at increasing vaccination access and rates through various other means. 
  
LRB 4137/1 would make Wisconsin a universal vaccine purchasing state. Under current law, the 

state purchases vaccines that it will distribute to be used as part of the Vaccines for Children 

program through Medicaid. All other vaccines are purchased by private insurers and providers. 

This is an inefficient process that can lead to higher prices paid for some vaccines and lower 

dosage availability in certain geographic areas. 

 

Currently, 15 states have some form of universal purchasing program. In states that have 

universal purchasing, the state purchases all recommended vaccine dosages and is then 

reimbursed by Medicaid or private insurers, depending on to whom the vaccine is administered. 

This allows the state to distribute the dosages to parts of the state as needed and ensure that there 

are no shortages in any given area, no matter who the payer will be. Additionally, universal 

purchasing has been shown to lower prices by allowing states to negotiate bulk purchases at 

lower per-dose rates. Join us in helping to lower barriers, costs and inefficiencies in vaccine 

delivery by making Wisconsin a universal purchasing state. 

 

I have attached a copy of the draft for your reference.  If you would like to join me in sponsoring 

this legislation, please contact Brett Halverson in my office at 6-2254, or by responding to this 

email, by January 23, 2020. 

 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
Under this bill, the Department of Health Services establishes a program that provides all 

children in this state with the vaccines specified under the statewide immunization 



program.  Specifically, the bill requires DHS to purchase the vaccines and distribute the vaccines 

to health care providers who participate in the program, and those health care providers 

administer the vaccines to children.  Insurers that provide coverage to a child who receives a 

vaccine under the program must reimburse DHS for the cost of obtaining the vaccine. 
  
 


