
 
TO:   All Legislators 
  
FROM:   Representative Gordon Hintz 

     Senator Mark Miller 
  
DEADLINE:  Thursday, January 23, 2020 

RE:   Co-Sponsorship of LRB 4135/1 relating to vaccination of minors without parental consent. 

  
Over the past 15-20 years, vaccination rates have dropped at a significant rate in Wisconsin. 

Fewer children are receiving all the recommended immunizations on schedule and more parents 

are opting their children out using the various exemptions available in Wisconsin law, 

particularly the personal conviction exemption whose use has skyrocketed as vaccine rates have 

dropped. To combat this worrying trend and the misinformation driving it, and with the hopes of 

preserving herd immunity and the public health, we introduced 2019 AB 248, a bill to remove 

the personal conviction exemption from Wisconsin statutes. Unfortunately that bill has not 

received a public hearing in either chamber, and will likely not become law this session. In a 

continued effort to increase immunization rates, we introduce the Access to Vaccines package, a 

series of bills aimed at increasing vaccination access and rates through various other means. 
 

LRB 4135/1 allows a minor aged 16 years or older to make their own vaccination choices. 

Current law says that any child or person who is less than 18 years old defers most of their 

medical decision-making authority to their parents or guardians. There is evidence that, when 

given complete information and control over their preventative medical care, teenagers will 

decide to receive some or all vaccinations that had previously been withheld by their parents. 

 

Allowing a teenager the decision-making ability over their healthcare, specifically around 

vaccines, would likely increase vaccine rates for immunizations targeted at teenagers like the 

HPV vaccine, as well as all other vaccines that are recommended as part of the vaccine schedule. 

While this legislation unfortunately would not increase rates in the age range most susceptible to 

serious illness from many of the most common vaccine-preventable diseases, it would allow for 

responsible decision-making from individuals of driving age. The aim of this legislation is to 

increase rates for any and all immunizations, thereby protecting herd immunity and hopefully 

preventing potential outbreaks of communicable diseases where they spread. 

 

Several other states across the country allow minors to make at least some of their own 

vaccination choices. This would add Wisconsin to the growing list of states taking responsible 

steps to allow minors of decision-making age the ability to choose to get vaccinated when their 

parents/guardians chose not to. 

 

I have attached a copy of the draft for your reference.  If you would like to join me in sponsoring 

this legislation, please contact Brett Halverson in my office at 6-2254, or by responding to this 

email, by January 23, 2020. 
  

 



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires a physician or other health care provider who is authorized to administer a 

vaccination to administer a medically-appropriate vaccine to a minor who is 16 years of age or 

older and who requests to be vaccinated, regardless of whether or not a parent or guardian 

consents to the vaccination of the minor. If a parent or guardian is refusing to provide consent to 

the vaccination, the physician or other health care provider shall obtain the minor's consent 

before billing a third party for the services. If the minor does not consent to billing a third party, 

the minor shall be responsible for paying for the services, which the Department of Health 
Services shall bill to the minor. 
 


