
TO:     Legislative Colleagues 

  

FR:      Senator Dale Kooyenga 

           Representatives Ken Skowronski and Rob Hutton 

  

RE:      Co-sponsor LRB 4124 and LRB 4291 – MCW military medical training 

  

Deadline:  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4th, 2019 

  

We are introducing legislation to assist military personnel with their rotational medical 

training through a partnership program between the Medical College of Wisconsin 

(MCW) and the US Army called Joining Forces Military-Civilian partnership. This new 

partnership is a significant honor for MCW and Wisconsin, with the mission to achieve 

zero preventable deaths from injury, both in the community and on the battlefield.  

  

However, due to Wisconsin’s licensure process and laws, only military physicians and 

perfusionists are exempted when participating in this type of rotational program. As a 

result, a military physician assistant (PA) or military nurse coming to our state to train 

within this program (even for just a 4-week rotation) is required to obtain a full 

Wisconsin medical license. MCW has already run into licensing delays for an incoming 

military PA, and expects more challenges as this new program continues.  

  

We are proposing to add military PA’s and military nurses to the existing statutory 

licensure exemption for military physicians. This legislation will help streamline the 

process of bringing additional military nurses and PA’s into Wisconsin to train, and will 

advance the trauma surgery and resuscitation skills of these licensed providers within 

the US Army. 

  

Military operations are evolving in preparation for the next conflict. The environments of 

previous wars, including the Global War on Terror, allowed for quick evacuation of the 

injured. However, this may not always be the case as the US military may not 

consistently dominate air space. This would result in deployed medics having to treat 

injuries for longer intervals until a safe evacuation occurs.  

  

It is our plan to assist military personnel in their continuing fight against threatening 

forces.  

  

The United States Army, along with the Medical College of Wisconsin, has created three 

programs allowing for Army medics to travel to Milwaukee. The program will improve 

and sustain their knowledge in preparation for potential future deployments.  



  

These programs would aid deployed military medical personnel in gaining trauma, 

operating room, and intensive care unit experiences, including both adult and children. 

  

We all need to do our part to help save the lives of those injured while protecting our 

freedom.  

  

Under current law, those who are wishing to work as a PA must obtain a license, and 

those seeking to work as a nurse are required to obtain a credential. Our proposal 

would exempt those who are performing official duties for the armed services or federal 

health services of the US from provisions for the duration of their stay.  

  

If you would like to co-sponsor these bills, please contact Senator Kooyenga at 6-

2512 or Representative Skowronski at 6-8590. Co-sponsors will be automatically 

added to both bills. 

  

Deadline:  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4th, 2019 
 


