
DATE:                 Tuesday, January 14, 2020 
  
TO:                      Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:                Representatives Daniel Riemer & Amanda Stuck and Senator Lena 
Taylor 
  
DEADLINE:         Tuesday, January 21, 2020 
  
Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the U.S. after smoking, and is 
estimated by the Surgeon General and Environmental Protection Agency to lead to 
more than 20,000 deaths across the U.S. per year. Since radon is a naturally-occurring, 
colorless, and odorless gas, many people do not realize they live in homes with 
elevated radon levels unless a radon test is performed and after it has become a risk to 
their and their family’s health. 
This bill requires owners of residential real properties with one to four dwelling units to 
disclose to prospective buyers whether the owner has notice or knowledge of the 
presence of radon on the property, whether radon tests have been conducted, or if 
there are radon mitigation systems in place on the property. 
The bill will also require owners to share information from the Department of Health 
Services about the potential risks of elevated levels of indoor radon gas and the testing 
and mitigation of radon in the home. 
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email no later than Tuesday, 
January 21 at 4:00 p.m. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under current law, with certain exceptions, an owner of residential real property with 
one to four dwelling units (residential real property) must give a prospective buyer a 
form, known as a real estate condition report form, on which the owner discloses certain 
conditions of, and other information about, the residential real property of which the 
owner is aware. The bill requires an owner to disclose on the report whether the owner 
has notice or knowledge of the presence of radon on the residential real property, tests 
for radon conducted on the residential real property, or the presence of radon mitigation 
systems serving the residential real property. 
  
The bill also requires that, in addition to the report, the owner must provide to the 
prospective buyer a pamphlet developed by the Department of Health Services that 
describes the risks of, testing for, and mitigation of indoor radon. Under current law, 
DHS must develop and disseminate current radon information to the news media, 
builders, realtors, and the general public, and the bill specifies that DHS must develop 
and disseminate the pamphlet. 
  
Finally, the bill requires that the owner of residential real property must include in a 
contract of sale or option contract a statement explaining potential risks from dangerous 
levels of indoor radon gas. 
 


