
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
  
DATE:              September 10, 2019 
  
                   
TO:                   Legislative Colleagues 
                      

FROM:             Representatives Katrina Shankland, Nick Milroy, Dave Considine, Steve 

Doyle, Staush Gruszynski, Beth Meyers, and Don Vruwink 
Senators Jeff Smith, Patty Schachtner, Janet Bewley, Janis Ringhand 

                        
RE:                    Co-sponsorship of LRB-4072, relating to: deer carcass disposal sites and 

making an appropriation. 
  
DEADLINE:  Tuesday, September 24 at 4:00 p.m. 
  
  
With the fall deer hunt approaching, there is cause for real concern with the resurgence and spread of 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) across the state’s deer herd. Infection rates in Wisconsin appear to be at 

an all-time high, and meaningful action is needed to preserve the deer that our state’s sporting heritage 

and billion-dollar hunting industry relies on. 
  
CWD is a neurological disease that is 100% fatal. The Wisconsin DNR first detected CWD in a white-

tailed deer in 2002 in Wisconsin’s first documented case of CWD. Since then, over 3,500 deer have tested 

positive for CWD and CWD has spread to 56 counties. Even more troublesome is a 2017 study by the 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency, which found that CWD may be orally transmitted to primates through 

the eating of infected meats – heightening concerns about human susceptibility to CWD. Given that prion 

diseases evolve, this raises concerns among the health community.  
  
According to the CDC, scientists believe that the prions (CWD proteins) are likely spread between 

animals through body fluids, either through direct contact or through the contamination of soil, water, or 

food. Exposure to areas with CWD-positive deer carcasses could be enough to cause infection in deer, 

and it’s important to dispose of deer carcasses properly to reduce this risk. The DNR is already offering 

cost-sharing as an option for the Adopt-a-Dumpster (AAD) program for volunteers to sponsor a dumpster 

during the deer season, and last year, around 150,000 pounds of deer carcasses were collected through 

this program. This bill provides the DNR with more funding to expand the AAD program to continue 

fighting the spread of CWD in Wisconsin. 
  
Hunting is a way of life and a proud tradition in Wisconsin, and the healthy and vitality of our state’s deer 

herd are paramount. Folks need convenient areas to drop off their deer carcasses, especially because there 

are many locations that will not accept deer carcasses. By providing funding to expand carcass dumpsters, 

we can mitigate the risk for further spread of CWD. LRB-4072 provides $2,000,000 GPR to the DNR for 

CWD carcass dumpster sites, with locations determined by the DNR. The bill also provides $100,000 

over the biennium for DNR to provide educational materials to hunters about CWD and the importance of 

proper carcass disposal. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill requires the Department of Natural Resources to provide large metal containers where hunters 

may dispose of deer carcasses, to be placed in locations throughout the state as determined by DNR.  The 

https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/documents/cwdaffectedcountiesdifferences.pdf
http://www.jsonline.com/story/sports/columnists/paul-smith/2017/06/28/macaque-study-heightens-concerns-human-susceptibility-cwd/430046001/?from=global&sessionKey=&autologin=


bill provides in the 2019-21 fiscal biennium $2,000,000 for the carcass disposal sites.  The bill also 

provides in the 2019-21 fiscal biennium $100,000 for DNR to provide education to hunters about chronic 

wasting disease and the importance of proper carcass disposal. For further information see the state fiscal 

estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-4072, please reply to this e-mail or call my office at 7-9649 

by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 24th. 
 


