
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
To:              All Legislators 
  

From:          Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt 
        Senator Luther Olsen 
                    Senator LaTonya Johnson 
        

RE:             Co-sponsorship of LRB-4065/1, relating to: incorporating cursive writing into the 

state model English language arts standards and requiring cursive writing in elementary grades. 
  
Deadline:   Tuesday, September 3rd 
 

Having the ability to write in cursive can greatly benefit the students of Wisconsin.  Cursive 

writing has many advantages. 
  
Cursive writing actually trains the brain to integrate visual and tactile information and fine motor 

dexterity.  Printing and typing do not stimulate the synchronicity between the right and left 

hemispheres of the brain, but cursive does.  Cursive requires different muscles and a different part 

of the brain than regular writing, and it can help grade students develop their motor skills. 
  
Many students with learning disabilities, specifically dyslexia, can struggle with writing in print. 

Studies have shown cursive may come more natural to these students and can improve learning 

outcomes.  Some researchers maintain it may even be a path to treating dyslexia. 
  
In addition to the numerous learning and brain development benefits, knowing how to read and 

write in cursive has historical significance as well.  Many historical documents with great 

importance are only written in cursive. 
  
Fifteen states now require students to be proficient in cursive.  The most recent state to pass 

legislation regarding cursive proficiency, Ohio, did so in a very bipartisan manner.  The legislation 

passed the State House of Representatives 90-4 and the State Senate 27-2.  
  
Please join us in co-sponsoring this bill that is a common sense way to benefit the students of 

Wisconsin. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation and its Senate companion, please contact Rep. 

Thiesfeldt’s office or Senator Olsen’s office by Tuesday, September 3rd.  You will be added to 

both the Assembly and Senate versions unless otherwise requested. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill requires the state superintendent of public instruction to incorporate cursive 

writing into the model academic standards for English language arts. This bill also requires a 

school board, independent charter school, and private school participating in a parental choice 

program to include cursive writing in its respective curriculum for the elementary grades. 



Specifically, each elementary school curriculum must include the objective that pupils be able to 

write legibly in cursive by the end of fifth grade. 
  
 


