
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
 

To:        All Legislators 

From:   Senator Olsen and Representative Kitchens 

Date:     August 22, 2019 

Re:        Co-sponsorship of LRB-4057/1 relating to: the age at which a child may attend 

four-year-old kindergarten 

DEADLINE: Thursday August 29, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 
  
  
Studies have shown that early years play a major role in a child’s brain development. 
The skills they learn at that stage have a direct impact on their overall success later on 
in life, so the earlier we can begin to teach these children the better. 
  
Under current law, a child is only eligible to start four-year-old kindergarten if the child is 
four years old by September 1st of the upcoming school year. This legislation changes 
current law to allow children who will be turning four by either September 1 or 
December 31st to also be eligible to enroll and attend four-year-old kindergarten at the 
beginning of that school year. It will also allow children to be admitted after January 
1st of the school year if the child will be four years old on January 1 or by June 30th of 
the school year. 
  
It is our hope that by allowing these children to start earlier it will make a positive impact 
on their academic success and give them a head start towards a bright future. This bill 
was drafted based on the recommendations made by the Blue Ribbon Commission on 
School Funding. 
  
To co-sponsor this legislation please respond to this email or contact Jenna in Sen. 
Olsen’s office at 6-0751 or Adam in Rep.Kitchens’ office at 6-5350 by Thursday, August 
29 at 5:00 p.m. 
  

 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill changes the age at which a child may attend four-year-old kindergarten. 
Under current law, a child is eligible to attend four-year-old kindergarten if the child is 
four years old on September 1 in the year the child proposes to enter school. The bill 
provides that a child may attend four-year-old kindergarten if the child is four years old 
on September 1 or will be four years old on December 31 in the school year that the 
child proposes to enter school. In addition, a child may be admitted to the first quarter or 
semester of a four-year-old kindergarten beginning after January 1 of that school year if 
the child is four years old on January 1 or will be four years old on June 30 in that 
school year. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be 
printed as an appendix to this bill. 



 


