
TO:                  All Legislators 
FROM:            Senators Patty Schachtner and Janis Ringhand 

Representatives Staush Gruszynski and Mark Spreitzer 
DATE:            September 9, 2019 

RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 4054 and LRB 4163 crisis intervention 

team grants and making an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE: September 18, 5:00 PM 
  
We are introducing legislation to increase the amount of money that the Department of Health 

Services is required to award in grants for mental health crisis intervention team (CIT) training 

for law enforcement agencies and correctional officers. This bill has the endorsement of 

the Wisconsin Professional Police Association and NAMI Wisconsin. 
  
Crisis Intervention Team training is a community initiative designed to improve the outcomes of 

police interactions with people living with mental illnesses. CIT programs are local partnerships 

between law enforcement, mental health providers, local National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI) chapters and other community stakeholders. CIT programs provide 40 hours of training 

for law enforcement on how to better respond to people experiencing a mental health crisis. CIT 

is not just a training. Effective CIT programs are based on strong relationships between law 

enforcement, mental health care providers, families and people living with mental illness. CIT is 

a long-lasting, evolving partnership based on mutual goals. 
  
2013 Act 126 directed DHS to award grants for mental health CIT training for law enforcement 

agencies and correctional officers. The Act currently appropriates $125,000 each year for these 

grants. With many law enforcement agencies throughout Wisconsin making use of this grant 

program, only a small number of law enforcement officers have actually been able to participate 

in the 40 hour CIT training program. 
  
Through this funding, many counties in Wisconsin established regional teams to conduct the 

training. For areas without regional teams, mobile training teams can be brought in at a cost of 

about $20,000 per training. Many of our rural, northwest counties in Wisconsin do not have any 

trained officers. As our local law enforcement face the increasing mental health crisis in our 

communities, this training can be the key to de-escalation and more positive outcomes for those 

going through a crisis and the officers themselves. Currently, many law enforcement agencies 

lack the ability to send their officers to attend weeklong CIT training programs without 

additional funds, including overtime to cover costs while officers are absent. This bill will assist 

in making Wisconsin communities safer places to live, work, and raise a family. 
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring this legislation, please reply to this e-mail or call Senator 

Schachtner’s office at 6-7745 or Representative Gruszynski’s office at 6-0616 by 5:00 on 

Wednesday, September 18. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill increases the amount of moneys that the Department of Health Services is required to 

award in grants for mental health crisis intervention team training for law enforcement agencies 

https://namiwisconsin.org/cit-cip/find-local-officers/


and correctional officers from $250,000 per fiscal biennium to $1,000,000 per fiscal biennium. 

The bill also allows grant moneys to be used for overtime costs. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


