
TO:                 All Legislators 
FROM:           Representative Gae Magnafici 

Senator Devin LeMahieu 
DATE:           Wednesday, January 29, 2020 
RE:                 LRB-4049/1 relating to: bingo licenses 
  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, February 4, 2020 
  
Across Wisconsin, non-profit organizations frequently host bingo events to raise money for their 

causes. These events are held at churches, bars, VFW’s, and other local gathering places 

throughout the state. The organizations hosting these events are often small and have limited 

resources. 
Unfortunately, there is extensive red tape for non-profits hosting bingo events to raise money. 

For non-profits with limited people, these burdensome requirements can restrict an 

organization’s ability to hold a bingo event, no matter how small the event may be. 
To address this, LRB-4049 makes the following changes to Wisconsin’s bingo laws for non-

profits hosting bingo events: 

•         Change to the duration of bingo licenses. Currently, a non-profit must apply for a 

$10 license for every bingo event they host. Under this bill, a bingo license would last for 

one year and would cost $100. 

•         Eliminate a tax on a non-profit’s bingo receipts 

•         Reduce reporting requirements to organization membership and the Department of 

Administration 

•         Eliminate other unnecessary operating restrictions on non-profits’ bingo events 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation and its Senate companion, please contact Tyler in 

Rep. Magnafici’s office at 7-2365 or Senator LeMahieu’s office at 6-2056 before Tuesday, 

February 4. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill changes some of the requirements for applying for and maintaining a license to 

operate bingo games, changes the financial recordkeeping, audit, and reporting requirements for 

bingo operations, and removes the gross receipts tax for bingo operations. 
Under current law, a “bingo occasion,” defined as a single gathering or session at which a 

series of successive bingo games is played, can only be run by a nonprofit organization that obtains 

a license from the Department of Administration's Division of Gaming. This bill removes the 

current requirement for an organization applying for a bingo license to specify the date and place 

of each bingo occasion that will be held under the license, and allows a licensed organization to 

operate an unlimited number of bingo occasions during the license period.  This bill also removes 

the current requirement for the organization to license a member to be responsible for the proper 

utilization of the gross receipts of the bingo occasions under the license. 
Current law also requires an applicant to pay a license fee that includes a fee of $10 per 

bingo occasion that will be held under the license and a $5 fee per member who is responsible for 

the proper utilization of gross receipts under the license.  This bill changes the fee structure so that 

an applicant pays a flat fee of $100 for an annual bingo license. 



This bill removes the bookkeeping and accounts requirements for bingo operations under 

current law.  Current law requires licensed organizations to submit semiannual reports of bingo 

operations to DOA along with payment of a gross receipts tax, and to provide an annual report to 

the membership of the organization on bingo operations.  This bill removes the requirement to 

submit the semiannual report to DOA, eliminates the gross receipts tax, and removes the 

requirement for the organization to report to its membership.  This bill also removes the current 

prohibition on receiving payment for participating in the management or operation of a bingo 

game and the prohibition on awarding alcohol or fermented malt beverages as a prize in a bingo 

game. 
Because this bill relates to an exemption from state or local taxes, it may be referred to 

the Joint Survey Committee on Tax Exemptions for a report to be printed as an appendix to the 

bill. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 

to this bill. 
 


