
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:                  All Legislators 
FROM:            Senator Chris Larson 
                        Senator LaTonya Johnson 
                        Representative Sondy Pope 
DATE:            February 4, 2020 
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship the “Focus on Teaching Act,” LRB-4002: Relating to: grants to 

school districts to pay student teachers an hourly wage, granting rule-making authority, and 

making an appropriation.  
Deadline:        February 11, 2020 at 5:00 pm 
Dear Colleagues, 
Wisconsin currently requires aspiring educators to fulfill 720 hours in the classroom for 

the student teaching component necessary to complete a Teacher Preparatory 

Program. While participating in 40 hours per week of unpaid employment, students within these 

programs are also paying tuition and fees at their respective universities. While most students 

have to work one or more additional jobs during this time to obtain a living wage, it is not 

recommended as students need to focus on their program, writing curriculum, and prepping for 

the classroom. Outside employment takes focus away from the students and makes it much more 

difficult for a great teacher to succeed in fulfilling the student teaching requirement. 
As Wisconsin continues to see a decline in enrollment in teacher preparatory programs and an 

increase of teachers leaving the profession, we must to all that is within our power to eliminate 

obstacles for completing teaching prep programs, not only for traditional students but also for 

individuals who are mid-career looking to transition to the teaching profession. Student teaching 

is a full-time job that provides a service to our community and as such, students fulfilling this 

requirement must be compensated adequately. 
This legislation provides compensation to those in the only career path that requires 

unpaid employment prior to entering the field. By providing student teachers an hourly wage, 

we will reduce the need for additional employment and compensate professionals for the 

important work they are doing in Wisconsin’s classrooms.  
LRB – 4002 would provide a grant to school districts to compensate the student teachers placed 

in their district at a rate of $15 per hour.   
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-4002, please reply to this email or contact Senator 

Larson’s office at 6-7505 by 5:00 pm on February 11, 2020. 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Beginning in the 2020-2021 school year, this bill requires a school board to pay each student 

teacher who student teaches in the school district an hourly wage of at least $15 per hour.  The 

bill also requires the Department of Public Instruction to reimburse school boards for the cost of 

paying student teachers an hourly wage of $15 per hour.  Under the bill, annually on the 3rd 

Monday in June, DPI must provide aid to school boards in an amount equal to $15 times the 

total number of hours student teachers student taught in the school district during the preceding 

school term. For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed 

as an appendix to this bill. 
 


