
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:         ALL Legislators 
From: Senator Taylor 
            Representative LaKeshia Myers 
Date: Friday August 30th, 2019 
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-3966: Relating to the Sales of Dogs and Cats by Pet 
Stores and Providing a Penalty 
*If you have already signed on to the Assembly Companion, LRB-2265, you will 
be added to this version as well* 
Deadline: Friday August 30th @ 12:00 pm. 
Beginning in the 1970s, the number of domesticated pets in the United States tripled to 
80 million.  To meet demand of consumers, pet stores were created.  Dogs and cats 
that are put on display in pet stores often come from commercial breeding facilities, 
known as puppy mills.  These facilities are located worldwide with only a select 
percentage of them being illegal in the United States.  Animals are forced to live in 
deplorable conditions and are commonly mistreated when they are housed in 
commercial breeding facilities.  Puppies and kittens also have no room to roam or play 
while they live in these facilities.  Many pet owners are unaware of what their animal 
had to endure before being put on display in the pet store. 
This legislation would ban the sale of dogs and cats in pet stores.  In lieu of selling dogs 
and cats, pet stores would be mandated to work with animal rescues and humane 
societies to host adoption events in their stores.  This would curb the puppy mill-to-pet 
store pipeline. 
The Wisconsin Humane Society and the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (ASPCA) are in support of this bill. 
This legislation has been already been passed in Maryland and California. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill prohibits a pet store from selling dogs and cats beginning on January 1, 
2020.  A person who violates this prohibition is subject to a civil forfeiture of up to 
$10,000 for the first offense and up to $25,000 for the second or any subsequent 
offense. For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be 
printed as an appendix to this bill. 
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this e-mail or call 
Aidan in Sen. Taylor’s office at 266-5810 before 12:00pm Friday, August 30, 2019. 
 


