
TO: All Legislators 
FROM: Representative Shelia Stubbs and Representative David Bowen 

   Senator LaTonya Johnson 
DATE: January 17, 2020 
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB 3944 relating to: unnecessarily summoning a police officer and 

creating a civil cause of action 
  
DEADLINE: Monday January 27, 2020 

 
Based on recent events, it is becoming increasingly clear that incidents of racial profiling, or 

profiling by proxy, need to be addressed. We have seen far too many national headlines 

of situations where individuals call the police on their Black and Brown neighbors for doing 

lawful everyday activities. For example, the police in Ohio were called on a 12-year-old 

boy mowing the lawn, a Black Yale student was interrogated by campus police for napping in a 

dorm, and a San Francisco woman threatened to call the police on a young Black girl selling 

water. The frequency of these frivolous police calls resulted in the viral 

hashtag #LivingWhileBlack. 

Racial profiling stems from deeply rooted societal wounds that have yet to be healed, and can 

cause severe emotional distress for those involved. I know these pains first-hand. In 2018, I was 

a victim of racial profiling. One of my constituents called the police on me while I was 

campaigning for my Assembly seat. This incident garnered national attention 

from several news outlets, including CBS Evening News, The New York 

Times, CNN, Newsweek, and the Daily Show with Trevor Noah.  

LRB 3944 states that a civil cause of action may be brought against someone who 

knowingly summons police officer with the intent to cause harm. This includes callers who 

unlawfully discriminate against another person, make an individual feel harassed, humiliated, or 

embarrassed, damage an individual’s reputation or standing within the community, cause an 

individual to be expelled from a place they are lawfully inhabiting, and/or damage the 

individual’s financial, economic, consumer, or business prospects or interests. 
  
This bill would not make racial profiling a Class C Misdemeanor, like other racial profiling 

bills have proposed. Class C Misdemeanors convictions would cost taxpayers more and 

unnecessarily divert our law enforcement and correctional resources. 
Recently, Wisconsin was found to be the most segregated state in the U.S. Fortunately, this 

shameful reality can be mitigated by LRB 3944, which is a vital first step toward ending racially 

motivated police calls and ensuring inclusivity in our communities. No matter your background, 

we all have an integral role to play in advancing equity in our state. 
  
I have attached a copy of the draft for your reference. If you would like to join me in sponsoring 

this legislation, please contact Katie Jaeger in my office at 6-3784, or by responding to this 

email, by Monday, January 27. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill creates a civil cause of action for unnecessarily summoning a law enforcement 
officer. Under the bill, a cause of action may be brought against a person who, with the 
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intent to do any of the following, causes a law enforcement officer to arrive at a location to 
contact the person: infringe upon a right of the person under the Wisconsin constitution or 
the U.S. constitution; unlawfully discriminate against the person; cause the person to feel 
harassed, humiliated, or embarrassed; cause the person to be expelled from a place in 
which the person is lawfully located; damage the person's reputation or standing within 
the community; or damage the person's financial, economic, consumer, or business 
prospects or interests. Under the bill, a plaintiff may recover the greater of special and 
general damages, including damages for emotional distress, or an amount equal to $250 
from each defendant found liable; punitive damages; and costs, including all reasonable 
attorney fees and other costs of the investigation and litigation that were reasonably 
incurred. 
 


