
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

To:                   All Legislators 

  

From:               Representative John Nygren and Senator Luther Olsen 

  

Date:               November 20, 2019 

  

Regarding:      Co-sponsorship of LRB-3931 & LRB-4954, relating to: funding for county 

snowmobile trails and areas and making an appropriation 

  

Deadline:          5:00PM on Wednesday, December 4th. 

  

We are introducing legislation that will ensure segregated funds that are currently available in the 

snowmobile program account can be allocated by the DNR for new snowmobile trail 

maintenance and trail development projects. 

Since 2015, several changes to the snowmobile program have led to increased revenues for the 

DNR’s segregated snowmobile account. First, with certain limited exceptions, snowmobiles 

owned by Wisconsin residents are now required to display a trail pass when operating on public 

trails. Because the trail pass was recently adopted as a permanent feature of the snowmobile 

program, the DNR expects this revenue stream to remain fairly consistent. Second, Wisconsin 

offers discounted trail passes for members of a snowmobile club that is affiliated with the 

Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs. Third, Wisconsin has increased the cost of a non-

resident trail pass, raising the cost from $35 to $50. Fourth, Wisconsin now charges a fee for 

antique registrations and renewals. 

In fiscal year 2018-2019, the above revenue streams accounted for approximately $2.8 million in 

additional available funds. However, there has been no corresponding increase in the Chapter 20 

spending authority for the Snowmobile Trail Aids appropriation in Section 20.370(5)(cr), Stats. 

Without an increase in the Chapter 20 spending authority, the DNR is unable to distribute this 

new revenue for snowmobile trail maintenance and trail development projects. 

  

Therefore, this bill increases the segregated snowmobile trail and area aids appropriation in 

Chapter 20 by $3,000,000 per fiscal year to increase funding for snowmobile trail maintenance 

and related projects. Importantly, this bill creates an increase in the spending authority in Chapter 

20 so that the DNR can appropriate funds that currently exist in the snowmobile program. 

  

The Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs supports this legislation and the DNR has 

indicated they are amenable to this change. 

  

If you are interested in co-sponsoring this legislation, please reply to this email, or contact Rep. 

Nygren’s office at 266-2343 or Sen. Olsen’s office at 266-0751 by 5:00PM on Wednesday, 

December 4th. Co-sponsors will automatically be added to both versions of the bill unless 

otherwise requested. 

  



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, $2,475,400 is appropriated each fiscal year in the 2019-21 fiscal biennium 

from the conservation fund as aid to counties for snowmobile trails and areas, to cover costs 

such as purchasing land for trails, enforcing laws on trails, developing and maintaining trails, 

and improving bridges on trails. This bill increases the amount appropriated for this purpose 

each fiscal year to $5,475,400. For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, 

which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
 


