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Research has shown that Wisconsin has some of the worst racial disparities for health outcomes 

in the nation. These disparities can be seen in minority populations from the start of life to the 

end of life. According to a 2019 report, at every income level, African Americans are less likely 

to receive preventative care and more likely to receive lower-quality care, which results in later 

diagnoses and worse outcomes. 

  

The infant and mother mortality rates are often looked at as indicators of health outcomes. 

Wisconsin ranks as the fourth worst state for disparities in infant mortality rates. This means that, 

in Wisconsin, Black babies are three times more likely to die than white babies. Additionally, 

Wisconsin has among the greatest disparities in maternal mortality rates between Black women 

and white women. It is unacceptable that we are losing innocent lives due to deep-rooted societal 

inequities. 

  

LRB 3885 aims to reduce the racial disparities in health outcomes by providing annual grants to 

organizations that work to improve the health status of economically disadvantaged minority 

group members. The Department of Health Services currently awards up to $50,000 annually per 

qualified applicant. This bill requires applicants providing maternal and child health services, as 

well as applicants that are not a federally qualified health center, to receive priority for these 

grants. 

  

LRB 3885 is crucial to improving the health status of populations that are economically 

disadvantaged and addressing the racial disparities in health outcomes. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill adds a funding priority for the minority health program through which the Department 

of Health Services annually awards grants to organizations for activities to improve the health 

status of economically disadvantaged minority group members. Under current law, DHS awards 

grants of up to $50,000 per year per applicant and requires that applicants that are not federally 

qualified health centers receive priority for grants. This bill requires that applicants providing 

maternal and child health services also receive priority for these grants. 
 

https://www.epi.org/files/uploads/Race-in-the-Midwest-FINAL-Interactive-1.pdf

