
TO:                   Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:             Senators Patty Schachtner & Jerry Petrowski 

Representatives John Spiros & Chris Taylor 

  

DATE:              August 15, 2019 

RE:                  Co-Sponsor LRB 3873/1 and 3950/1– Relating to: regional 

crisis stabilization facilities 

Deadline:         August 23, 2019 

  
  
Across Wisconsin, the duties of local law enforcement agencies and first responders have 

continued to expand. Responding to the increasing number of individuals experiencing a mental 

health crisis has put additional strain on local law enforcement agencies and county budgets. 

LRB 3873/1 and 3950/1 helps address the mental health crisis by providing more access to 

regional mental health services for those in need. 
  
DHS now requires that, except for forensic male patients and elderly adult civil patients, 

emergency detention and involuntary commitments must be taken to the Winnebago Mental 

Health Institute in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. For law enforcement in areas of the state like far 

Western Wisconsin, this can mean an eight hour or more round trip to Winnebago, which takes 

local law enforcement away from other important responsibilities. Western Wisconsin saw an 

increase of 284% in the use of Winnebago between 2013 and 2017. 
  
Smaller communities who only have one officer on duty at a time have indicated that their 

communities are without services while they are transporting someone suffering from a mental 

health crisis, until they can back-fill the position with an off-duty officer. 
  
Every single community in the state is having to spend resources transporting those suffering 

from a mental health crisis. LRB 3873/1 and 3950/1 requires DHS to collaborate with hospitals 

to develop a grant program to establish regional mental health crisis centers for emergency 

detentions. This will better serve our first responders and those suffering from mental illness. 

This proposal requires the Department of Health Services to ensure funding of $1 million for 

each of five regions of the state, for a total of $5 million. 
  
Please join us in supporting this initiative that will help with the emergency bed detention crisis 

in almost every community in the state. Please contact Sen. Schachtner’s office by August 23 at 

5:00 PM. 
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This bill requires the Department of Health Services to award grants to regional crisis 

stabilization facilities for adults based on criteria established by DHS such that each of the state's 

five regions have access to an equal amount. Current law requires certification by DHS in order 

to operate a youth crisis stabilization facility, which is a facility designed to prevent or de-

escalate the minor's mental health crisis and avoid admission of the minor to a more restrictive 

setting. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


