
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

To:       All Legislators 

  

From:   Representatives Greta Neubauer, Dianne Hesselbein, Gary Hebl 

            Senator Dave Hansen 

  

Date: December 3rd, 2019 

  

RE:      Co-sponsorship of LRB-3848, relating to: grants to school districts for weatherization 

projects, granting rule-making authority, and making an appropriation. 

  

Deadline: December 13th, 2019 

  

Wisconsin’s public schools are the centers of our communities, educating our children and 

providing critical resources to our families. Children across Wisconsin spend over eight hours 

each weekday in their public schools. However, as many school buildings age, it can be difficult 

for local districts to afford the resources necessary to weatherize and retrofit old buildings to new 

energy efficiency standards. 

  

LRB-3848 creates a grant program supporting weatherization and energy efficiency updates for 

public schools in Wisconsin. Weatherization and energy efficiency updates to school buildings 

create many benefits for both students and the broader community. By investing in 

weatherization and energy efficiency in our schools, we can cut down on the school district’s 

energy bills, save taxpayer money, reduce our fossil fuel usage, and create a healthier place for 

our children to learn. 

  

This bill creates a $1.5 million annual grant program in the Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction designed to support critical updates to increase energy efficiency, weatherize, and 

retrofit buildings to reduce fossil fuel reliance in Wisconsin’s public schools.  

  

  
                                

Analysis by the Legislative Reference 

Bureau 

Beginning in the 2020-21 school year, this bill requires the Department of Public 

Instruction to award grants to school districts for weatherization projects. Under the bill, DPI 

must establish an advisory council to make recommendations on the criteria for awarding 

weatherization grants and, after reviewing applications, recommendations on which school 

districts should receive grants. Finally, the bill specifies that the annual maximum award amount 

is $100,000 and that a school district may use up to ten percent of a grant award for educational 

materials related to the weatherization project. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 

  



If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-3848/1, please respond to this email or call Rep. 

Neubauer’s office at 6-0634 by December 13th, 2019. Your name will be added to the 

Senate and Assembly version unless otherwise specified. 
 


