
FROM: Reps. Chris Taylor, JoCasta Zamarripa, Jimmy Anderson & Marisabel 
Cabrera 
               Sen. Tim Carpenter 

DATE: Thursday, August 8th, 2019 
RE: Co-sponsor LRB 3814: relating to: discrimination based on citizenship or immigration 
status under the open housing law. 
Deadline: Thursday, August 22nd at noon 

  
 
According to the National Housing Law Project, in May of 2019, President Trump’s 
Department of Housing and Urban Development published a proposed rule that would 
effectively evict thousands of immigrant families living in federally subsidized housing. 
Despite the fact that undocumented immigrants are already barred from accessing these 
subsidies, the rule would go a step further and eliminate eligibility for housing subsidies for 
U.S. citizens and legal residents who live with someone who is undocumented, impacting 
up to 55,000 children who legally reside in the U.S. 

This proposed rule joins a long list of tactics used to limit housing options for immigrant 
families across the country and here in Wisconsin. Many undocumented immigrants in 
Wisconsin already struggle to access safe and affordable housing due to a gap in our 
statewide housing protections. Under current law, landlords are prohibited from 
discriminating against tenants based on race, national origin, and ancestry, but this does 
not protect those who are targeted because of their status as an immigrant, whether they 
have legal status or not. According to the Tenant Resource Center, landlords have used 
eviction notices and other threats to retaliate against undocumented immigrants who have 
filed complaints or otherwise asserted their rights, forcing families and children to live in 
unstable and unsafe housing. 

Under this bill, our Fair Housing Laws would be updated to prohibit housing discrimination 
on the basis of citizenship or immigration status, extending these basic protections to 
Wisconsin’s immigrant community. We have a constitutional duty to uphold equal 
protections for all people under that law. We must create a state that upholds these basic 
civil rights for all of its inhabitants, regardless of immigration status or citizenship. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Rep. Taylor’s office at 6-5342 
or by responding to this email by Thursday, August 22nd at noon. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under the current open housing law and other laws, it is unlawful for any person to engage 
in certain forms of discrimination in housing based upon certain of an individual's 
characteristics such as sex, race, color, sexual orientation, disability, religion, national 
origin, marital status, and family status.  This bill adds citizenship or immigration status to 
the list of characteristics on which it is unlawful to discriminate in housing. 
 

https://www.nhlp.org/initiatives/immigrant-rights/
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/locked-out-how-sweeping-changes-to-wisconsin-landlord-tenant-laws/article_89898c57-ce9c-506b-bc9c-63bf55de3d88.html

