
To:                  All Legislators 
  

From:             Senators Jerry Petrowski & Roger Roth 
                        Representatives Pat Snyder & Ron Tusler 

                          
Re:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRBs 3811 & 5255:  Recognizing and Honoring 
Hmong-Lao Veterans Day 
  
Deadline:       5:00 PM on Friday, January 17th, 2020 → SHORT DEADLINE 
  
The Hmong are a group of people who had traditionally lived in isolated villages 
throughout the mountainous regions of Vietnam and Laos. Throughout the Vietnam 
War, the United States recruited and worked in cooperation with thousands of ethnic 
Hmong to fight against the North Vietnamese and Laotian communist forces in what is 
referred to as the “Secret War” in Laos. Their primary endeavors were to disrupt the 
supply chain of munitions and North Vietnamese soldiers along the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 
help to protect and defend strategic points such as communication towers and radar 
stations, and to retrieve American fighter pilots shot down behind enemy lines. These 
Hmong soldiers fought valiantly during this covert war to help aid and assist the 
American effort of preventing communism from spreading deeper into Southeast Asia. 
  
Following the fall of Saigon in April of 1975, many of these Hmong patriots and their 
families fled the region, leaving behind their homes and possessions to resettle in pro-
democracy Western nations, including nearly 30,000 refugees who had settled in the 
United States by 1978. Further, the Refugee Act of 1980 and the Hmong Veterans 
Naturalization Act of 2000 opened the way for additional families of the Secret Army to 
seek citizenship and safety within the US. Today, it is estimated that there are as many 
as 1,000 Hmong veterans living in Wisconsin. Each veteran has their own personal 
story of bravery and sacrifice, one that should be both commemorated and appreciated. 
  
We are introducing legislation to designate May 14th as Hmong-Lao Veterans Day, to 
honor those soldiers who fought for freedom in Southeast Asia. The bill, modeled 
closely after bipartisan legislation authored earlier this year by Rep. Tou Xiong, a 
Hmong-American Democratic (DFL) state legislator from Minnesota, along with one 
passed previously in Alaska, aims to recognize the sacrifices made by the Hmong 
people and to honor the bravery of those Hmong soldiers who fought on the side of 
liberty nearly 50 years ago.  The bill calls for the governor to issue a proclamation each 
year to recognize and honor May 14th as Hmong-Lao Veterans Day and calls for the flag 
at the State Capitol to be lowered to half-staff that day in their honor. The bill also 
encourages schools to take a portion of their day to recall and discuss the 
accomplishments and sacrifices made by the Hmong Veterans. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this proposal, please contact Jeff Schoenfeldt in Sen. 
Jerry Petrowski’s office (6-2502) or Justine Ellis in Rep. Pat Snyder’s office (6-0654). 
  
  



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill creates Hmong-Lao Veterans Day, the purpose of which is to recognize 
Southeast Asians, Americans, and their allies who served, suffered, sacrificed, or died 
in the Secret War in Laos during the Vietnam War in the years 1961 to 1975 in support 
of the armed forces of the United States and to recognize May 14, 1975, as the last day 
of airlift evacuation of officers and their families from the covert headquarters in Long 
Tieng, Laos, to the Nam Phong refugee camp in Thailand.  The bill designates May 14 
as Hmong-Lao Veterans Day and requires the governor to annually issue a 
proclamation for the observance of Hmong-Lao Veterans Day. 
 


