
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:                 All Legislators 
FROM:          Representative McGuire 

                        Representative Haywood                   
DATE:           February 17, 2020 
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-3801 - relating to: grants for participation in esports 

competitions and making an appropriation. 
Esports (i.e. video-game-based competitions) is a rapidly growing field that provides a 

competitive environment that can be more inclusive than traditional athletic events. At the 

beginning of the 2018 school year, there were 128 colleges / universities offering approximately 

$15M in scholarships related to esports. In five years, that number is expected to rise to 800 

colleges / universities and $100M in scholarships. 

  

LRB-3801 provides grants for the creation of esports programs in Wisconsin schools. These 

grants would allow more schools to offer esports, ensuring Wisconsin students have access to the 

benefits of esports, as well as greater opportunities for scholarships. 

  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact 

Representative McGuire’s office at 6-5504 before 12:00 PM on Thursday, February 20, 

2020.  All co-sponsors will be added to both Senate and Assembly companion bills unless 

otherwise requested. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill creates a pilot program under which the Department of Public Instruction awards grants 

to eligible teams for expenses related to participating in esports competitions.  Under the bill, an 

esports competition is an organized, multiplayer video game competition.  To be eligible for an 

esports participation grant, a team must be comprised of pupils and at least one mentor and must 

demonstrate to DPI that it will provide matching funds equal to the amount of the grant.  Under 

the bill, DPI must administer the esports participation grant pilot program in the 2020-21, 2021-

22, and 2022-23 school years.  Finally, the bill requires DPI to publish a list of grant recipients 

on its Internet site and to submit a report on the pilot program to the legislature. 
 


