
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Representative Cindi Duchow, Representative Rob Hutton and Senator Van Wanggaard 
  
DATE: September 27, 2019 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-3770/1 relating to: modification of bail in a criminal action 
  
DEADLINE: October 3, 2019 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________ 
  
LRB-3770/1 is the companion to SB 98 and is part of the bail package that evolved from the 

Study Committee on Bail and Conditions of Pre-trial Release. This bill was unanimously voted 

out of the Joint Legislative Council. 
  
Currently, some individuals are stuck in jail even when bail is set low because he or she simply 

does not have the financial means to make bail. This bill would require a court to review the bail 

of a defendant if, after 72 hours, the defendant remains in custody due to his or her inability to 

meet the bail. The court must then review the bail every 7 days a give the reasoning requiring the 

continuation of bail unless the bail is adjusted and the defendant released. 
  
This bill would take effect only if an amendment to Article I, Section 8 (3), of the Wisconsin 

Constitution is ratified. 
  
  
If you would like to be a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact 

Representative Duchow’s office at 6-3007 by October 3, 2019. 
  
  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill is explained in the NOTES provided by the Joint Legislative Council in the bill. 
  

JOINT LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PREFATORY NOTE: This bill was prepared for the 

Joint Legislative Council's Study Committee on Bail and Conditions of Pretrial Release. The bill 

requires a court to review the bail of a defendant within 72 hours of initial appearance if the 

defendant remains in custody as a result of his or her inability to meet the bail. Thereafter, the 

court must review the bail every 7 days. The bill requires the court to set forth the reasons for 

requiring the continuation of the bail, unless the bail is adjusted and the defendant is released. 

The bail review requirement only becomes effective if an amendment to Article I, section 8 (3) of 

the Wisconsin Constitution, the provision relating to pretrial detention, is ratified. 
 


