
To:     All Legislators 

  

From:   Senator Johnson 

Representative Haywood 

  

Deadline:  August 9, 2019 at 5:00 pm 

  

RE:  Co-sponsorship LRB – 3764/1 relating to: bonding for lead service line replacement 

and granting bonding authority 

  

Although lead was banned from use in paint in 1978, older housing stock and aging municipal 

infrastructure still pose a real threat for toxic lead exposures.  It is estimated that Wisconsin has 

at least 170,000 lead service lines that carry drinking water to homes and businesses, with 70,000 

residences threatened in the city of Milwaukee alone.  Lead can enter drinking water through the 

corrosion of these water lines, resulting in toxic lead exposures. 

  

Lead poisoning is extremely harmful to young children, who absorb lead faster than adults. Lead 

poisoning can hurt a child's brain and nervous system and slow down growth and development. 

Exposure to lead can also affect almost every organ and system in a child's body. Further 

problems include learning or behavior problems, liver and kidney damage, and hearing loss. 

Extreme cases of lead poisoning may even cause seizures, coma, or death. The effects of lead 

exposure cannot be corrected, so it is imperative to prevent lead exposure in children before it 

occurs. 

  

While the replacement of lead service laterals is costly, the price of inaction—a child's brain 

development being forever impaired—is even greater.  Wisconsin DHS estimates that if blood 

lead poisoning was eliminated, taxpayers would save $7 billion in future costs, including medical 

care, special education, crime, and juvenile delinquency. 

  

This bill increases the bonding authority for the state Safe Drinking Water Loan Program by 

$40,000,000 and requires the Department of Administration to allocate up to $40,000,000 of the 

authorized public debt to projects involving forgivable loans to private users of public water 

systems to cover not more than 50 percent of the cost to replace lead service lines.  

  

If you would like to co-sponsor this bill please contact Senator Johnson's office at 266-2500 or 

Representative Haywood's office at 266-3786 by August 9th @ 5:00pm. 

  

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, the state may contract up to $74,950,000 in public debt for the Safe Drinking 

Water Loan Program. This bill increases the bonding authority for the program by $40,000,000 

and requires the Department of Administration to allocate up to $40,000,000 of the authorized 

public debt to projects involving forgivable loans to private users of public water systems to 

cover not more than 50 percent of the cost to replace lead service lines. 

  

  



 


