
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Representative Cindi Duchow & Senator Alberta Darling 
  
DATE: August 20, 2019 

  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-3762/1 relating to: waiting period for marriage after divorce 

judgment. 
  
DEADLINE: August 27, 2019 by 5pm 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 
This bill is being re-introduced from last session after passing the Assembly with bi-partisan 

support. 
Wisconsin is one of six states that mandates a waiting period after a finalized divorce before an 

individual is allowed to re-marry. Of those states, Wisconsin is one of only three states with the 

longest waiting period. Under current law, an individual must wait six additional months after a 

divorce is finalized before he or she is allowed to re-marry, with no exceptions. This is on top of 

the already mandatory four months a person must wait before a divorce is finalized - for a total 

of at least ten months before someone is able to re-marry. Everyone has a different circumstance, 

and if a single person chooses to re-marry after a finalized divorce, government should not play a 

role in that decision. There have been multiple individuals who have asked for this bill to be re-

introduced as it is greatly impacting their lives. 
-          Sandra is 70 years old. Her fiancé has been separated from his wife for thirty years 

after she left him and they never filed any paperwork. The divorce proceedings will take 

some time and then, when the divorce is finalized, they will still have to wait an 

additional six months. 

  
-          Julie has been with her partner for three years. While he is still legally married, they 

have been living together and have merged their families, to include their children. Prior 

to their relationship, the marriage between her partner and his wife had been dissolved for 

over five years. Their friends and family, including the mother of his child, are in support 

of their union. 

  
We should be supporting individuals and families in these circumstances, not prohibiting them 

from marriage. 
  
Ultimately, it is not the government’s role to determine when a divorced person should be 

allowed to re-marry. 
  
To co-sponsor, please respond to this e-mail or contact the office of Representative Duchow at 

266-3007 or Senator Darling’s office at 266-5830 by 5pm on August 27, 201p. 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



This bill eliminates the prohibition against a person marrying for six months after the grant of 

that person’s judgement of divorce. Under current law, a person who was married and a party to 

a divorce action in this or another state may not marry again until six months after a judgement 

of divorce is granted. This bill eliminates the waiting period. 
 


