
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:                 All Legislators 
FROM:          Representative McGuire 

                        Representative Doyle 

                        Representative Stuck 
Senator Shilling                       

Senator Schachtner 
DATE:           February 3, 2019 
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-3753, the Buy American Act - relating to: preference in 

state and local government contracts and procurement for materials manufactured in the United 

States and requiring the exercise of rule-making authority. 
 

Wisconsin taxpayer money should be used to foster a cycle of economic development that 

creates and supports American jobs and American businesses. LRB-3753, the Buy American 

Act, requires that materials purchased by the state of Wisconsin are – to the greatest extent 

possible – made in the U.S.A. Since 2012, Buy American legislation has been introduced in 31 

states, with 7 states signing the proposals into law including: Colorado, Illinois, Maryland, New 

Hampshire, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, and West Virginia. 
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this email or contact 

Representative McGuire’s office at 6-5504 before 5:00 PM on February 10, 2019.  All co-

sponsors will be added to both Senate and Assembly companion bills unless otherwise requested. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
Under this bill, with limited exceptions, the state must purchase materials that are 

manufactured to the greatest extent in the United States, regardless of whether all other factors 

are substantially equal. The bill also requires, with limited exceptions, that a contract for a public 

works or public improvement project must contain a provision requiring the contractor to use 

materials that are manufactured in the United States. The bill also creates a similar provision for 

local governments. Current law generally authorizes the Department of Administration to 

purchase, or delegate the authority to purchase, all necessary materials and contractual services 

for all state agencies. With some exceptions, orders or contracts must be awarded to the lowest 

bidder. One such exception requires, if all other factors are substantially equal, the purchasing 

agent to purchase materials that are mined, produced, manufactured, fabricated, or assembled to 

the greatest extent in the United States. 
Generally under current law, if a city, village, town, county, school district, sewer district, 

technical college district, or other local unit of government wishes to let a public contract 

involving the construction or repair of any public work or building, or the furnishing of supplies 

or materials, there are a number of bidding requirements that apply to such contracts. For 

example, if the value of the contract is above a certain amount, or between certain amounts, 

certain local units of government must publish a notice in the newspaper before it contracts for 

the work. This bill adds another requirement to public contracts entered into by local units of 

government. Under this bill, such a public contract must contain a provision that the contractor 

will use materials that are manufactured in the United States in the performance of the contract. 
 


