
To: All Legislators 
From: Senator Marklein and Representative Novak 
Date: December 4, 2019 
Re: Co-sponsorship of LRB 3739/1 and LRB 5031/1 relating to: community health 
center grants and making an appropriation  

Deadline: Wednesday, December 18 at 5:00pm 

 
17 Community Health Centers around the state provide high quality health care to 
individuals facing financial, cultural, or language obstacles that limit health care access. 
These Centers provide medical, dental, behavioral health, and pharmaceutical services 
to over 300,000 patients each year.  
Currently, the state invests $5.49 million annually in Community Health Centers. This 
investment makes up just 4% of the total operating budget for these valuable centers 
and funding hasn’t been increased since 2009. Since that time, the number of patients 
served each year by Community Health Centers has increased from 199,000 to nearly 
304,500 and the number of service delivery locations has increased from 73 to 182. 
LRB 3739 increases grants to the state’s Community Health Centers by $2 million each 
fiscal year. This will bring the state’s total investment to $7.49 million annually. 
This additional funding can provide the resources for 32,000 dental visits a year for low 
income residents and behavioral health and substance use disorder care to another 
3,000 patients. 
The money will be distributed using the current statutory formula and there are no 
federal strings attached to this money. 
To cosponsor LRB 3739 and LRB 5031, please contact Peter Hienz in Sen. Marklein’s 
office (6-0703) or Rep. Novak’s office (6-7502). Cosponsors will automatically be signed 
onto both bills. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill increases the funding for grants to community health centers by $2,000,000 in 
each fiscal year. Under current law, DHS is required to award grants to every community 
health center that receives federal grants in an amount for each community health center 
that is calculated by multiplying the total amount of state funds available for grants by the 
fraction of total federal grant moneys paid to Wisconsin's community health centers that 
the community health center receives in federal grant moneys. The additional funding 
provided in this bill is to be divided among community health centers in the same manner 
as current law. The bill also incorporates into statutory language the allocation made in the 
biennial budget act, 2019 Wisconsin Act 9, that requires DHS to give $500,000 in grants 
annually to free and charitable clinics. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


