
TO  All Legislators 
FR  Senator Mark Miller 
RE  Co-sponsorship Memo for LRB 3735, Limiting Annexation by Cities and Villages of 
Certain Towns 
  
This Legislation requires a vote of the people of a town before annexation can take 
place, if the town has fewer than 7,500 people and the town has at least 12% of its 
territory in conservation easements.  
  
The deadline to sign onto LRB 3735 is Friday, October 11.  Please reply to this email 
memo or call 266-9170.  
  
  
  
Below is chapter 700.40, the Uniform conservation easement act. 
  
(1)  Definitions. In this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 
  
700.40(1)(a)(a) “Conservation easement" means a holder's nonpossessory interest in 
real property imposing any limitation or affirmative obligation the purpose of which 
includes retaining or protecting natural, scenic or open space values of real property, 
assuring the availability of real property for agricultural, forest, recreational or open 
space use, protecting natural resources, maintaining or enhancing air or water quality, 
preserving a burial site, as defined in s. 157.70 (1) (b), or preserving the historical, 
architectural, archaeological or cultural aspects of real property. 
  
(b) “Holder" means either of the following: 
1. Any governmental body empowered to hold an interest in real property under the 
laws of this state or the United States. 
2. Any charitable corporation, charitable association or charitable trust, the purposes or 
powers of which include retaining or protecting the natural, scenic or open space values 
of real property, assuring the availability of real property for agricultural, forest, 
recreational or open space use, protecting natural resources, maintaining or enhancing 
air or water quality, or preserving the historical, architectural, archaeological or cultural 
aspects of real property. 
(c) “Third-party enforcement right" means a right provided in a conservation easement 
empowering a governmental body, charitable corporation, charitable association or 
charitable trust, which, although eligible to be a holder, is not a holder, to enforce any 
term of the easement. 
  
(2) Creation, conveyance, acceptance and duration. 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a conservation easement may be 
created, conveyed, recorded, assigned, released, modified, terminated or otherwise 
altered or affected in the same manner as any other easement. 



(b) No right or duty in favor of or against a holder and no right in favor of a person 
having a 3rd-party enforcement right arises under a conservation easement prior to its 
acceptance by that holder and recordation of that acceptance. 
(c) Except as provided in sub. (3) (b), a conservation easement is unlimited in duration 
unless the conservation easement otherwise provides. 
(d) No conservation easement may impair an interest in real property existing at the 
time the conservation easement is created, unless the owner of that interest is a party to 
the conservation easement or consents to it. 
 


