
DATE:             September 26, 2019 
  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:             Representative Jeff Mursau & Senator Luther Olsen 
  
RE:                   Co-Sponsorship of LRB 3732 relating to: sales and use tax exemption for 

beekeeping equipment. 
  
DEADLINE:    5:00pm on Thursday, October 10, 2019 

  
Most people understand the important role that bees play in our ecosystem. They are an 

irreplaceable part of nature and the part they play in the environment and our agricultural 

industry cannot be overstated. One of a bee’s key functions in our ecosystem is as pollinators, 

and while there are many ways that plants can be pollenated, bees are the best at it. According to 

the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), more than 1/3 of all our crops require 

pollination. Not only are bees vital to raising healthy crops, they also are key to ensuring the 

success of the dairy, cattle, and other animal husbandry industries, as the bees pollinate the plants 

like clover and alfalfa that are vital to raising healthy animals. 
  
While you’d assume that bees in the wild could take care of this without human intervention, the 

sad truth is that, due to reduced biodiversity and increased farming operations, native bee 

populations aren’t doing great. Beekeepers are important in ensuring our agricultural industries 

remain successful and productive. However, beekeepers have been steadily losing hives, with 

honey bee numbers steadily decreasing. While in 1940 there were around 6 million hives in the 

USA, now there are only about 2.5 million. 
  
Even though beekeepers play an important role, unfortunately, beekeeping is going out of style, 

and less and less people are willing to put in the time or effort. Bee populations are delicate, and 

require a great deal of attention. Unlike raising cows or chickens, nothing can be automated or 

turned over to machines, and with the amount of time and effort involved, it’s hard to even 

consider maintaining large beekeeping operations. 
 

This bill creates a sales and use tax exemption for hobbyist beekeepers that covers the products 

they use to raise and maintain their hives here in Wisconsin. By extending the current exemption, 

which currently covers commercial beekeepers, it will make it easier for all beekeepers to 

maintain healthy hives to help support our vital agricultural industry here in Wisconsin.    
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this bill, please contact either office (Mursau 6-3780, Olsen 6-

0751), or simply respond to this email. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, sales of certain items used in the business of farming are exempt from 

sales and use taxes.  Farming includes beekeeping, which is defined to mean the business of 

moving, raising, producing, and other management of bees or bee products.  This bill creates a 

https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2017/06/20/being-serious-about-saving-bees


sales and use tax exemption for sales of equipment used in beekeeping that is engaged in as a 

hobby, rather than as a business. 
Because this bill relates to an exemption from state or local taxes, it may be referred to 

the Joint Survey Committee on Tax Exemptions for a report to be printed as an appendix to the 

bill. 
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 

to this bill. 
 


