
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
  
FROM:           Representative Kulp 
                       Representative Ballweg 
                       Representative Tusler 
                       Senator Marklein 
  
DATE:            October 23, 2019 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB 3720/1, relating to: county registration of animal-
drawn vehicles. 
  

DEADLINE:   Wednesday, October 30, 2019 

  
There has been a spike in our district in Amish buggy accidents causing 9 deaths in the 
past several years. Several county boards in our area including Wood, Clark, and 
Jackson County have proposed regulations to the Amish Community in regards to their 
Amish buggies. It is important to ensure that the rights of the Amish are respected while 
also understanding the perspective of our local governments, who are concerned with 
the safety of everyone who uses the roads. Local law enforcement has informed us that 
registering animal-drawn vehicles will help them identify the owners of animal drawn 
vehicles, which in turn will help them enforce safety standards on the roads we all use. 
This bill will allow a county, if they so choose, to begin registering animal-drawn vehicles 
which use the roads in that county.  The county will be able to charge up to a $100 
registration fee, which can be used for administration of the registration process and/or 
other transportation needs. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau: 
  
Current law allows a county, town, village, or city to enact an ordinance to collect an 
annual registration fee for motor vehicles that weigh less than 8,000 pounds and are 
customarily kept in the county, town, village, or city. 
  
This bill allows a county to enact an ordinance requiring registration of, and imposing an 
annual flat registration fee not to exceed $100 on, animal-drawn vehicles that are 
customarily kept in the county and used primarily for transportation purposes. The bill 
also requires a county to pay 50 percent of any such fee to a town in which the vehicle 
is customarily kept. The registration fee moneys may be used only for transportation-
related purposes or for actual administrative costs related to the collection of the 
registration fee. 
  
For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 
to this bill. 
  



To be added as a cosponsor please reply to this email or call Rep. Kulp’s office at 267-
0280 or Senator Marklein’s office at 6-0703. 
 


