
TO:                  All Legislators 

FROM:             Senator Duey Stroebel, Representative Cindi Duchow 

DATE:             July 18, 2019 

RE:                  LRB-3716/1, Relating to: requirements for colleges when service member 

students are called into active duty. 

DEADLINE:    July 25, 2019 at 5 PM 

  
This is a reintroduction of SB 644 / AB 769 from last session. The Assembly approved it on a voice vote 

and the Senate committee recommended passage 5-0.   
  
A significant number of our nation's military service members are in the reserve component, which 

includes the Army and Air National Guard. When these service members are called into active duty 

current law protects their employment status. Unfortunately, current protections for college students who 

are service members are not as clear as the protections that exist for service members who are employees.  

At any time of the year a reservist may be called into active duty, and National Guard members may be 

called into state active duty in response to natural disasters, public disturbances and other emergencies. 

Between 2011 and 2018, Wisconsin National Guard members were called to state active duty 19 times to 

support domestic emergency operations. Simultaneously, the Wisconsin National Guard participated in 

operational deployments around the world in support of various national security missions. 
  
If a call to active duty comes during the academic year, students who are put on active duty face potential 

financial loss since they are not always entitled to a refund of tuition and room and board fees for classes 

and residency time that will not be used.  

LRB-3716/1 does the following in order to protect college students who are reservists: 

1) Ensures protections apply to all calls to service. 
2) Requires all institutions of higher education, trade and professional schools, and post-

secondary schools in the state to give service members the option of a tuition refund and refund 

of pro-rated room and board fees (if applicable), or reenrollment for no additional cost in the next 

available offering of that class. 
3) Holds students harmless for re-registration or re-enrollment. 
4) Requires institutions of higher education, trade schools and post-secondary schools to give 

service member students the chance to accelerate completion of a class if that class is scheduled 

to be concluded within 30 days of the initial call to active duty. 
  
The reserve component is a bargain for taxpayers, providing needed support for the active duty military 

and standing by to assist local communities in times of disaster and danger. Many reservists use federal 

and state tuition programs, including the Wisconsin National Guard Tuition Assistance Program, to pay 

for college. This reform will give them the peace of mind they need as they serve, and ensure that 

education benefits really do benefit the service member.  

If you would like to be a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Senator 

Stroebel's office at 6-7513 or Representative Duchow's office at 6-3007 by July 25th. All co-sponsors 

will be added to both the Senate and Assembly versions of the bill unless specified otherwise. 
  
  



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill makes changes relating to the responsibilities of colleges to national guard members and 

other service members who withdraw from school because they are called into active military service. 
Current law provides certain protections to a student of a University of Wisconsin System school, 

technical college, or private nonprofit college who is a national guard member or a member of a reserve 

unit of the U.S. armed forces and who withdraws from school because he or she is called into active 

military service for at least 30 days. Under these protections, the school or college must reenroll the 

student in the semester in which the student is discharged, demobilized, or deactivated or, if the student 

prefers, in the following semester and give the student the same course registration priority that the 

student would have had if the student had registered at the beginning of the registration period. In 

addition, if the student is enrolled in a UW System school or technical college, at the student's request, the 

school or college must either 1) reimburse all tuition and fees paid for courses from which the student had 

to withdraw, and for prorated room and board at a UW System school or 2) grant the student an 

incomplete in the courses from which the student had to withdraw and allow the student to complete the 

courses within six months after leaving service without paying additional tuition or fees. If the student is 

enrolled in a private nonprofit college, the college must grant the student an incomplete and allow course 

completion as described in 2, above. 
This bill affords these protections to students called into active military service for any period, not 

just for 30 days or more. The bill also expands these protections to students at all private institutions, not 

only nonprofit institutions, and provides these students with the option, instead of receiving an incomplete 

and completing courses later, to obtain reimbursement of tuition and fees paid for courses from which the 

student had to withdraw and of prorated room and board. The bill also requires schools and colleges, 

under specified circumstances, to ensure that students called into active military service are provided a 

reasonable opportunity to complete final projects and final examinations. 
  

 


