
TO:      All Legislators 

FROM: Rep. Jeffrey Mursau, Rep. Debra Kolste, 

             Sen. André Jacque, Sen. Fred Risser 

RE: CO-SPONSORSHIP OF LRB 3687/1, relating to: restrictions on the use of products used 

for inhaling or exhaling vapor 

DEADLINE: August 15, 2019 

In 2009, Wisconsin passed a statewide smoke-free air law for indoor areas to eliminate the 

impact of secondhand smoke from cigarettes, cigars, and other tobacco products in public places. 

LRB 3687 would add vapor products, such as e-cigarettes, to the provisions of the state’s 

existing indoor smoke-free air law. 

Our offices circulated a similar draft back in May.  That draft added marijuana (natural or 

synthetic) to the definition of “smoking” under Wisconsin’s indoor smoking ban.  After listening 

to feedback from our legislative colleagues that the inclusion of marijuana is premature, we’ve 

decided to introduce a new bill that only includes inhaling or exhaling vapor from a “vapor 

product” to our existing law. 

Several studies have found that the chemicals in e-cigarettes vary greatly from product to product 

and can include nicotine, acetaldehyde - a chemical that can contribute to a greater risk of 

cardiovascular disease, and diacetyl - a chemical linked to lung disease.  

The use of vaping products has become extremely popular among middle and high school 

students.  E-cigarette use among U.S. middle and high school students increased 900% between 

2011-2015.  In 2018, more than 3.6 million youth living in the U.S. reported using e-

cigarettes.  Just last week, an article ran in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel stating that health 

officials in Southeastern Wisconsin had admitted over a dozen teenagers for lung damage with 

the common trait being they had all been vaping. 

Last year, the U.S .Surgeon General said the use of e-cigarettes is an epidemic and offered a list 

of policies that states can implement to address the growing public health problem.  Included in 

the recommendations is adding e-cigarettes to smoke-free indoor air policies.  Prohibiting the use 

of e-cigarettes in workplaces and communal venues will increase public health and ensure that 

vulnerable populations are not subject to harmful or unwanted pollutants. 

Thirteen states and the District of Columbia have added e-cigarettes to their existing smoke-free 

laws. 

The American Heart Association, the American Cancer Society’s Cancer Action Network, the 

Wisconsin chapter of the American Lung Association, and Tobacco Free Kids support this bill. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please reply to this email or call Representative 

Mursau’s office at 6-3780 or Senator Jacque’s office at 6-3512 by 5 PM on Thursday, August 15, 

2019.  All co-sponsors will be added to both versions of the bill unless otherwise specified. 

 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2019/07/26/vape-related-lung-injuries-reported-6-more-wisconsin-cases/1843473001/

