
DATE:              July 23, 2019 

TO:                  All Legislators 

FROM:             Senator Janet Bewley and Representative Beth Meyers 

RE:                   Co-sponsorship of LRB-3679 relating to retail liquor license quotas 

DEADLINE:      August 7, 2019 

  
We were contacted by a constituent who lives in the Town of Pilsen.  The Town currently has 
two "Class B" liquor licenses.  Neither of the establishments that hold the licenses is 
handicapped accessible.  Unfortunately, this prevents a fair number of individuals both disabled 
and elderly from fully participating in an important part of the social life of the community. 
  
We are introducing legislation that would allow a member of the community to set in motion a 
process that could provide a municipality with one additional "Class B" liquor license if none of 
the "Class B" licensed establishments are willing to meet accessibility standards under the 
Americans With Disabilities Act.  Upon the request of a resident of the municipality who knows 
or has reason to believe that none of the "Class B" licensed establishments satisfy  federal 
accessibility standards, the clerk of the municipality shall give notice to each license holder that 
they have 12 months to upgrade their facility to meet federal accessibility standards.   If after 
twelve months none of the establishments meet the federal accessibility standards the 
municipality would receive an additional "Class B" liquor license to issue for an establishment 
that satisfies the federal accessibility standards, for new construction. 
  
An analysis of the legislation by the LRB is below and the bill is attached.  If you would like to 
co-sponsor this bill please contact Senator Bewley's office at 266-3510 or Rep. Meyers at 266-
7690 by Wednesday, August 7th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill allows a municipality that has reached its liquor license quota to issue one additional 
license if certain conditions exist. 
Current law prohibits a person from selling alcohol beverages at retail unless the seller 
possesses a license or permit authorizing the sale. A "Class B" license authorizes the retail sale 
of intoxicating liquor for consumption on the retail premises and, subject to various restrictions, 
the retail sale of intoxicating liquor in original packages for consumption off the retail premises. 
Current law imposes a quota on the number of "Class B" licenses that a municipality may issue. 
This quota is generally determined by a formula based on the number of licenses previously 
issued by the municipality and the municipality's population. 
This bill modifies the quota formula to provide a municipality with one additional "Class B" 
license if the municipality has already reached its quota and if no "Class B" licensed 
establishment in the municipality satisfies current accessibility standards for public 
accommodations under the federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The additional "Class 
B" license may be issued only for an establishment that satisfies ADA public accommodation 
accessibility standards for new construction. 
  
 


