
DATE:              July 23, 2019 

  
TO:                 All Legislators 

  
FROM:             Senator Janet Bewley and Representative Beth Meyers 

  
RE:                   Co-sponsor of LRB 3677 relating to attempted homicide of a parent as  a ground 

for involuntary termination of parental rights and evidence necessary to support 
homicide or  attempted homicide of a parent as a ground for 
involuntary  termination of parental rights. 

  

DEADLINE:      August 7, 2019 
  

Last year, we were contacted by a social worker in our district regarding the Termination of 
Parental Rights statute which currently does not include attempted 1st or 2nd degree 
intentional homicide as grounds for terminating parental rights. 
  
We are introducing legislation to add attempted homicide of a child's parent as grounds for 
involuntarily terminating a person's parental rights to the child.  
  
Under current law in order for judgement of conviction to be considered as final, the time for 
appeal must have expired or if appealed, all appeals must be exhausted.  This legislation would 
allow a TPR to proceed after conviction but before the conviction is considered final, if the 
grounds are established by evidence produced at the TPR fact-finding hearing that the person 
committed or attempted homicide of the other parent. 
  
An analysis of the legislation by the LRB is posted below and the bill is attached. If you would 
like to co-sponsor this bill please contact Senator Bewley's office at 266-3510 or Representative 
Meyers' office at 266-7690.  Deadline for co-sponsoring this legislation is Wednesday, August 
7th. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill adds attempted homicide of a child's parent as a ground for involuntarily terminating a 
person's parental rights to the child and allows the ground of homicide or attempted homicide 
of a parent to be based on evidence produced at a fact-finding hearing, not only a judgment of 
conviction. 
  
Under current law, in a proceeding for involuntary termination of parental rights (TPR), the 
court assigned to exercise jurisdiction under the Children's Code must determine whether 
grounds exist for TPR. One of the grounds for TPR under current law is that the person whose 
parental rights are sought to be terminated has been convicted of first-degree or second-
degree intentional homicide, first-degree reckless homicide, or solicitation to commit first-
degree intentional homicide and the child's parent was the victim or intended victim. This bill 



adds attempted first-degree or second-degree intentional homicide of a parent to this ground. 
The bill also adds that, with respect to first-degree or second-degree intentional homicide, 
reckless homicide, or attempted homicide of a parent, the evidence necessary to prove the 
ground includes evidence produced at the TPR fact-finding hearing that the person committed 
or attempted homicide of the parent as an alternative to a judgment of conviction. 
  
 


