
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Rep. Jeremy Thiesfeldt, Rep. Jimmy Anderson, Rep. Ken Skowronski 
                       Senator Patrick Testin, Senator LaTonya Johnson 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-3673: the Standing with Dignity Bill 
  
DEADLINE:   Thursday, July 25, 2019 
  
  

The Standing with Dignity Bill 

  
This bill will save millions of Medicaid dollars by decreasing the need for surgeries and by 
increasing patient health and dignity.  When moving from traditional wheelchairs to 
standing wheelchairs, patients are more likely to have improved kidney function, 
pulmonary function, cardio function, and an improvement in diabetes symptoms, among 
other things.  
  
Complex Rehab Technology is used by children and adults with significant disabilities 
and medical conditions.  This population group consists of individuals with diagnoses that 
include, but are not limited to, Cerebral Palsy, Multiple Sclerosis, Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig's disease), Muscular Dystrophy, Spinal Cord Injury, and Spina 
Bifida. 
  
By including standing technology, such as standing wheelchairs, in complex 
rehabilitation, this bill will help those with severe disabilities and diagnoses use standing 
technology to have a healthier and more independent life.  
  
Further, by improving independent living, this bill will help save Medicaid dollars by 
decreasing needs in Assisted Living.  
  
Last session, Senate Bill 381 was signed into law which established complex 
rehabilitation technology as a benefit under the MA program, separate and distinct from 
the general durable medical equipment benefit.  This was done to help those in significant 
physical impairment or functional limitation get access to complex rehabilitation 
technology that will help them live a more functioning life.  This bill expands that by 
including standing technology.  
  
This bill will help save Medicaid dollars and will help to improve the lives of those with 
severe disabilities and diagnoses.  
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Katie in Rep. 
Thiesfeldt's office (6-3156) or Jim in Senator Testin's office by Thursday, July 



25th.  Co-sponsors will be added to both the Assembly and Senate bills unless 
otherwise requested. 
  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill incorporates within the definition of "complex rehabilitation technology" 
certain items that otherwise meet the definition under current law and are identified as 
preventing hospitalization or institutionalization of a complex needs patient, regardless of 
whether the items are considered medically necessary under the Medicare 
program.  Under current law, "complex rehabilitation technology" is defined as items 
classified within Medicare as durable medical equipment that are individually configured 
for individuals to meet their specific and unique medical, physical, and functional needs 
and capacities for basic activities of daily living and instrumental activities of daily living 
that are identified as medically necessary.  Under the bill, power seat elevation and power 
standing components of power wheelchairs are specifically identified as items that are 
included in the definition of "complex rehabilitation technology." 

The bill also provides that the Department of Health Services must provide 
reimbursement at certain rates for reimbursable complex rehabilitation technology under 
the Medical Assistance program, except that if reimbursement at those rates is not 
permitted by federal law for an item, DHS must then provide reimbursement for that item 
at the maximum rate allowed for the item under federal law. 
  
 


