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AN ACT to amend 49.45 (9r) (a) 2.; and to create 49.45 (9r) (d) of the statutes;

relating to: reimbursement under the Medical Assistance program for

complex rehabilitation technology.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill incorporates within the definition of “complex rehabilitation
technology” certain items that otherwise meet the definition under current law and
are identified as preventing hospitalization or institutionalization of a complex
needs patient, regardless of whether the items are considered medically necessary
under the Medicare program.  Under current law, “complex rehabilitation
technology” is defined as items classified within Medicare as durable medical
equipment that are individually configured for individuals to meet their specific and
unique medical, physical, and functional needs and capacities for basic activities of
daily living and instrumental activities of daily living that are identified as medically
necessary.  Under the bill, power seat elevation and power standing components of
power wheelchairs are specifically identified as items that are included in the
definition of “complex rehabilitation technology.”

The bill also provides that the Department of Health Services must provide
reimbursement at certain rates for reimbursable complex rehabilitation technology
under the Medical Assistance program, except that if reimbursement at those rates
is not permitted by federal law for an item, DHS must then provide reimbursement
for that item at the maximum rate allowed for the item under federal law.
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For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  49.45 (9r) (a) 2. of the statutes is amended to read:

49.45 (9r) (a) 2.  “Complex rehabilitation technology" means items classified

within Medicare as durable medical equipment that are individually configured for

individuals to meet their specific and unique medical, physical, and functional needs

and capacities for basic activities of daily living and instrumental activities of daily

living and that are identified as medically necessary preventing hospitalization or

institutionalization of a complex needs patient, regardless of whether these items

are considered medically necessary under the Medicare program.  “Complex

rehabilitation technology” includes complex rehabilitation manual and power

wheelchairs, adaptive seating and positioning items, and other specialized

equipment such as standing frames and gait trainers, power seat elevation or power

standing components of power wheelchairs, as well as options and accessories

related to any of these items.

SECTION 2.  49.45 (9r) (d) of the statutes is created to read:

49.45 (9r) (d) 1.  If a reimbursable complex rehabilitation technology item has

an applicable code under the healthcare common procedure coding system, the

department shall provide reimbursement for the item under the Medical Assistance

program at 100 percent of the December 31, 2015, fee schedule rate for Wisconsin

allowed under the Medicare program, if an applicable fee schedule amount exists.

If a reimbursable complex rehabilitation technology item is manually priced, the
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department shall provide reimbursement for the item under the Medical Assistance

program at 90 percent of the manufacturer's suggested retail price.

2.  If reimbursement for a reimbursable complex rehabilitation item at the rates

described under subd. 1. is not permitted under federal law, the department shall

provide reimbursement under the Medical Assistance program at the maximum rate

allowed for the item under federal law.

(END)
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