
 
TO:         Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:   Senators Patty Schachtner and Van Wanggaard 
               Representatives Cody Horlacher and Shelia Stubbs 
DATE:    July 17, 2019 
RE:         Co-Sponsorship of LRB 3671/1 and LRB 3699/1 - relating to a sales and use tax exemption for 
gun safes 
  
Deadline is July 26 at 5:00 p.m. 
  
We are offering this legislation to encourage people to store guns securely to keep children safe from 
accidental injury and death and to decrease teen suicide. 
  
Research indicates there are more than 500,000 children in our state who live in homes where firearms 
are present.  Gun owners in only 40% of those households store their firearms in the manner most likely 
to protect children – unloaded and locked.  LRB 3671 and LRB 3699 provides an incentive for safe gun 
ownership by exempting purchases of gun safes from the state sales and use tax. 
  
Over 400 Wisconsin children were killed by people with guns between 1999 and 2014.  Some of the 
most tragic cases involve toddlers who gain access to unsecured weapons and kill or injure themselves 
or others.  According to a survey of news reports conducted by the Washington Post, 58 children under 
the age of three shot someone in 2015 – that's more than one toddler shooting per week. 
  
For every fatality, five more children are hospitalized or have to go to emergency rooms to treat injuries 
caused by firearms.  The rate of childhood gun deaths in Wisconsin increased 31% between the periods 
2008 – 2010 and 2012 – 2014.  During that same timeframe, the national rate went down 7%. 
  
According to a 2005 study by the Journal of the American Medical Association, the safe securing of a 
firearm reduces the risk of suicide by firearm.  This will help reduce the rate of child suicide in 
Wisconsin, which is almost 1/3 higher than the national rate.  Using a firearm is the most lethal method 
of committing suicide – over 90% of attempts are fatal.  Sadly, many teenagers lack the maturity to 
comprehend that rash, impulsive decisions to deal with the temporary circumstances of youth can have 
life-changing or even life-ending consequences. 
  
To co-sponsor this bill, please respond to this e-mail or call Senator Schachtner at 266-7745 or 
Representative Horlacher at 266-5715  by 5:00 p.m. on July 26. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill creates a sales and use tax exemption for sales of gun safes. Because this bill relates to an 
exemption from state and local taxes, it may be referred to the Joint Survey Committee on Tax 
Exemptions for a report to be printed as an appendix to the bill. 
  
 


