
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Representatives Robin Vos, Robert Wittke, Tyler August, Samantha Kerkman, Chuck Wichgers, 

Greta Neubauer, and Tip McGuire 
Senators Van Wanggaard, Stephen Nass, David Craig and Robert Wirch 

  
DATE: Friday, August 30, 2019 
  
RE: LRB-3664: Transfer of the authority to represent the public interest in proceedings under the 

Children’s Code 
  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, September 10 at 5:00 p.m. 
  
During the 1989 session, many changes occurred relating to District Attorneys, including the 

transfer of financial responsibility of District Attorneys from the counties to the state. Since 

1989, the counties have become responsible for various operating costs associated with District 

Attorney’s offices, outside of District Attorney salaries and fringe benefits paid for by the state. 

Unlike the state, which operates its budget on a biennial basis, counties generally operate budgets 

on an annual basis. 
  
After the budget passed in 1989, Wisconsin Act 336 became law and created subsection five of 

Wis. Stat. 48.09. In Wis. Stat. 48.09(5), Counties are required to notify the Department of 

Administration by January 1 of an odd numbered year if they intended to transfer Children in 

Need of Protective Services (CHIPS) or Termination of Parental Rights (TPR) cases from the 

District Attorney’s office to Corporation Counsel or vice versa. This transfer would then have to 

take place on September 1 of that same odd numbered year. 
  
LRB-3664 would remove the requirement that a county board can only make a transfer of 

CHIPS/TPR cases from the District Attorney’s office to Corporation Counsel or vice versa 

during an odd numbered year. The bill would allow a county board to transfer this authority 

during any year as long as the board notifies DOA by January 1 of the year that the transfer will 

occur. 
  
LRB-3664 would give counties the ability to choose the most effective and efficient way to 

handle CHIPS/TPR proceedings. This bill would allow counties to decide what is best for the 

residents of the county, providing for more timely completion of CHIPS/TPR cases and cost 

savings to the taxpayers of the county. 
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please respond to this email or contact Speaker Vos’ 

office at 6-3387 by 5:00pm on Tuesday, September 10. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Current law requires that the interests of the public in proceedings under the Children's Code 

relating to a child in need of protection or services or an unborn child in need of protection or 

services be represented by the district attorney or, if designated by the county board of supervisors, 

the corporation counsel. Current law provides that the county board may transfer this authority 



to or from the district attorney, but only if the action is effective on September 1 of an odd-

numbered year and the board notifies the Department of Administration of that change by January 

1 of that odd-numbered year. This bill removes the requirement that these actions occur in the 

odd-numbered year and the requirement that the change be effective on September 1. Instead, 

under the bill, the board must notify DOA of the change no later than January 1 of the calendar 

year during which the change takes effect. 
  
 


