
To: All Legislators 
From: Rep. Amanda Stuck and Rep. Shelia Stubbs 

Sen. Jennifer Shilling 
RE: Co-Sponsor LRB 3658/3, relating to: expanding veterans benefits to individuals who served in 
Laos in support of the United States during the Vietnam War. 
Deadline: Tuesday, October 29th 
  
Throughout the Vietnam War, the CIA and the U.S. military recruited ethnic Hmong and other 
Laotian fighters to serve in Special Guerilla Units (SGU) in support of U.S. paramilitary activity in 
Laos. These SGUs collected vital intelligence, preformed target spotting missions, rescued downed 
American pilots, and fought in combat operations. 
  
After the Vietnam War ended in 1975, the communist movement in Laos gained control and the 
regime began to brutally persecute these U.S. allies. As a result, approximately 150,000 Laotian 
Hmong entered the U.S. as refugees, including service members from the SGUs. However, due to 
their lack of official “veteran” status, these fighters are not eligible for any veteran benefits. 
  
This bill would expand the definition of veteran in Wisconsin statute to include individuals who 
honorably served in these SGUs operating in Laos from February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975. As an 
identifier, these individuals must fall under the exemptions enumerated in the “Hmong Veterans’ 
Naturalization Act of 2000’’ to qualify for state veteran benefits. This federal naturalization act 
created an exemption from the English language requirement for certain individuals who served in 
an SGU in Laos. Qualification for this naturalization exemption is dependent upon proper 
documentation and evidence, admission to the U.S. as a refugee from Laos, and a thorough review 
from the U.S. Department of Defense. 
  
The Wisconsin Secretary of Veterans Affairs will review the candidacy of individuals who have 
qualified for naturalization under this specific federal exemption. If the secretary determines an 
individual honorably served in a SGU in Laos, then this individuals would be eligible for state 
veteran programs, benefits, and services.  
  
Attached is a copy of LRB 3658/3. If you would like to be added as a co-sponsor to this bill, then 
please respond to this email or call Rep. Stuck’s office at 6-3070 by Tuesday, October 29th at 5pm. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill expands the definition of “veteran” to include individuals who were naturalized pursuant to 
the Hmong Veterans' Naturalization Act of 2000 or individuals who the secretary of Veterans 
Affairs has determined served honorably with a special guerrilla unit or irregular forces operating 
from a base in Laos in support of the armed forces of the United States at any time during the 
period from February 28, 1961, to May 7, 1975, and who are citizens of the United States or aliens 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the United States who reside in Wisconsin.  
  
The bill extends most veterans benefits to anyone who meets this newly expanded definition of 
veteran, however, admission to a state veterans home and burial in a veterans cemetery are not 
included benefits as they are subject to federal regulation. 
 


