
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO:        All Legislators 
  
FROM:  Senator Roger Roth 

Representative Paul Tittl 
Representative Mike Rohrkaste 

  
DATE:    10/24/19 
  
RE:         Co-Sponsorship of LRB 3640/LRB 4650 , relating to: liens on aircraft and 
aircraft engines. 
  
DEADLINE: Wednesday, October 30th at 4pm 
  
Clear title is the most important element in an aircraft transaction. If it is not established, 
both the buyer and seller could lose property or money in a costly legal dispute. This 
article in Midwest Flyer does an excellent job summarizing the need to update 
Wisconsin’s laws to ensure that ownership of an aircraft or aircraft engine can be 
transferred free and clear of all mortgages, liens, leases or encumbrances and that 
there are no legal questions or ambiguities to the aircraft’s ownership. 
  
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) created the Civil Aircraft Registry to be the 
location for filing title and lien documents affecting U.S. registered aircraft. 
Unfortunately, because Wisconsin’s lien laws do not include a recording provision 
approved by the FAA, Wisconsin is one of only 14 states that cannot participate in this 
registry. Recording a mechanic’s lien with the FAA is not allowed if the applicable state 
laws fail to conform to the FAA requirements. 
  
Some liens in Wisconsin, including construction liens, real estate broker’s liens, hospital 
liens, and federal tax liens, already have statutes providing for their recording. We 
should join 36 other states and create a provision for aircraft mechanic’s liens in order to 
comply with the FAA. This will benefit all members of the aviation community – buyers 
and sellers, mechanics and their customers. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill establishes lien rights for every person, employer of a person, and 

keeper of a garage or shop engaged in repair, storage, servicing, or furnishing supplies 
or accessories for aircraft or aircraft engines or providing contracts of indemnity for 
aircraft and lien rights for every person or corporation, municipal or private, owning any 
airport, hangar, or aircraft service station and leasing hangar space for aircraft. The bill 
also establishes the requirements for assertion of lien rights relating to aircraft and 
aircraft engines. 
                

https://midwestflyer.com/?p=7572


If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please email or call Sen. Roth’s office at 
6-0718 or Rep. Tittl’s office at 6-0315. Members will be added to both the Senate and 
Assembly bills unless requested otherwise. 
 


