
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

Date:      January 27th, 2020 

To:          All Legislators 

From:     Representative Jodi Emerson , Representative Amy Loudenbeck and Senator LaTonya 

Johnson 

Re:          Co-Sponsorship of LRB-3546/1 relating to: notifying a child welfare agency and a 

parent, guardian, and legal custodian of the presence of a child in a runaway home.  

Deadline: Friday January 31st  5 PM 

LRB 3546 would extend from 12 hours to 72 hours the amount of time a youth can stay in a 

foster home, youth home, or shelter without parental consent before contacting the agency 

responsible for providing child welfare services of the child's presence in the home or shelter. 

LRB-3546 is based on stakeholder input to the Wisconsin Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force. 

During the course of the Task Force’s work, stakeholders emphasized the first 12 hours in a 

shelter usually include providing basic food and shelter and sleep, and that additional time is 

needed to build relationships and start safety planning with the youth. 

Task Force members also expressed concern that trafficked youth who leave a shelter without 

ever connecting with resources and services, including child welfare services, will likely return 

to their trafficker. Stakeholders described how youth, when faced with the choice of going to 

court or leaving the shelter within the first 12 hours, often just leave. 

Other similar federal programs operate under the 72 hour requirement for many reasons, 

including the challenge of meeting the 12 hour agency notification requirement when the intake 

process begins in the evening or on a weekend. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, or if you have any questions, please reply to this 

email or contact Crystal in Rep. Emerson’s office (6-7461) by Friday January 31st at 5 PM. Co-

Sponsors will be automatically added to the senate bill unless directed otherwise. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, a licensed foster home, group home, or shelter may provide housing or 
services to a child runaway if both the child and his or her parent, guardian, or legal custodian 

consent to the provision of housing or services. If the parent, guardian, or legal custodian does 

not consent, the foster home, group home, or shelter must notify the agency responsible for 

providing child welfare services of the child's presence in the home or shelter within 12 hours of 

the child's arrival at the home or shelter. After such notification, the agency must notify the 

parent, guardian, and legal custodian as soon as possible of the child's presence in that home. 

Under current law, a hearing is then held to determine whether the child must be returned to the 

parent, guardian, or legal custodian or is permitted to stay at the foster home, group home, or 

shelter for up to 20 days. 
This bill extends from 12 to 72 hours the time after a child runaway's arrival that a foster 

home, group home, or shelter must notify the agency responsible for providing child welfare 



services of the child's presence in the home or shelter. Under the bill, an intake worker must only 

notify the parent, guardian, or legal custodian of the child if it is in the best interest of the child. 

The bill also specifies that, if it is in the child’s best interest, no later than six hours after the 

child arrives the home or shelter must notify the parent, guardian, and legal custodian of the 

child’s presence. If he or she cannot be reached for the purpose of this notification, the home or 

shelter must attempt to reach them for that purpose at least every six hours until successful. 

Under current law, if the child’s parent, guardian, or legal custodian does not consent to 

the temporary care and housing of the child at the home or shelter, current law requires a hearing 

to be held on the issue within 24 hours of the time that the child entered the home or shelter. This 

bill changes this deadline to within 24 hours of the time the intake worker is notified that the 

child entered the home or shelter. 

  
 


