
TO: All Legislators 
FROM: Representative Shelia Stubbs and Senator LaTonya Johnson 
DATE: January 29, 2020 
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB 3540 relating to: creating a community restorative court grant 

program and making an appropriation. 
  
DEADLINE: Wednesday February 5, 2020 
The restorative justice approach looks at crime as more than just breaking the law. Restorative 

justice aims to examine how crimes harm people, relationships, and communities. Community 

restorative courts are based on principles of restorative justice and trauma-informed care that 

work for both the offender and the victim. LRB 3540 states that individuals, who are under the 

age of 25 years old, would be eligible to participate in community restorative court so long as the 

prosecuting attorney and the victim of the crime consent to the process. 
  
Community restorative courts would take up misdemeanor crimes or non-violent felonies if it is 

a first-time offense. Diverting low-level offenses from the criminal justice system frees up time 

and money for our court and correctional resources. Community restorative courts would make 

communities safer by reducing the burden on criminal courts so that those resources can focus on 

more serious criminal offenses. 
  
Community restorative courts offer more pragmatic and community-driven solutions, which 

have been shown to reduce rates of recidivism. The Dane County Community Restorative Court 

model has been highly successful; 92% of participants do not re-offend after completing the 

program. 
  
Furthermore, diverting the individual from entering the criminal justice system removes barriers 

to meaningful participation in the community. It creates further opportunities to contribute to 

society by keeping the individual's name off of CCAP so that they have a better chance of 

obtaining meaningful employment having access to basic needs like housing.  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill requires the Department of Justice to establish a grant program that provides grants to 

counties and tribes to establish community restorative courts that are based in principles of 

restorative justice and trauma-informed care for nonviolent criminal offenders ages 25 and 

under. For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  
 


