
To: All Legislators 

From: Sen. Marklein and Rep. Kurtz 

Date: June 19, 2019 

Re: Co-sponsorship of LRB 3487/1 and LRB 3556/1, relating to: a deer carcass disposal grant 

program 

Deadline: Tuesday, July 2 at 5:00pm 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a major problem in Wisconsin and is spreading rapidly 

throughout the state. Hunting is a major economic driver in Wisconsin and the continued spread 

of CWD will have detrimental long-term effects on the industry. According to the DNR, there 

are 26 counties that have one or more wild CWD positive deer and another 12 counties that are 

within 10 miles of a CWD positive deer in an adjacent county.  

Human carcass movement is one way that CWD moves quickly. To combat human carcass 

movement, there has been a push to make it easier to dispose of carcasses in the county in which 

the deer is harvested. Specifically, there has been an effort to place deer disposal dumpsters in 

CWD affected counties. This helps keep healthy deer from coming into contact with CWD 

infected carcasses and lowers the risk of a CWD positive deer being transported to an area 

without CWD. 

LRB 3487 requires the DNR to establish a grant program for deer carcass disposal dumpsters 

and provides money to administer grants to County Deer Advisory Councils (CDACs). This bill 

allocates $205,200 SEG annually from the Conservation Fund for this purpose.   

Grants would be available to CDACs in counties that the DNR has identified as having one or 

more wild CWD positive deer and counties that the DNR has identified as being within 10 miles 

of a CWD positive deer in an adjacent county. Currently, 38 counties would qualify for a grant 

under this program. 

Under this grant program, CDACs would be responsible for finding locations to place the 

dumpsters and contracting with private companies for dumpster rental, transportation, and 

disposal. Grant money may be used by CDACs for dumpster rental, transportation, and disposal 

as well as to purchase a plastic liner and other necessary materials such as tie-downs. Grant 

funding would be limited to $5,400 per county, or enough money for 6 dumpsters. 

To cosponsor LRB 3487/1 and LRB 3556/1, please contact Peter in Sen. Marklein's office (6-

0703) or Katie in Rep. Kurtz's office (6-8531). Cosponsors will automatically be signed onto 

both bills. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under this bill, the Department of Natural Resources is required to establish a program to 

award grants to county deer management advisory councils, of up to $5,400 per council per 

fiscal year, for the disposal of deer carcasses. A grant under this program may be used to pay for 

the costs of contracting to place in that county no more than six large metal containers in which 

hunters may dispose of deer carcasses, including the costs of renting, lining, and transporting 



the containers and disposing of the carcasses. Under the bill, a county deer management 

advisory council is eligible for a grant if DNR has confirmed a test revealing chronic wasting 

disease in a wild elk or deer in that county or in an adjacent county within ten miles of their 

shared border. 

  

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 

  

 


