
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO:        All Legislators 
  
FROM:  Senator Roger Roth 

Representative Mike Rohrkaste 
Representative Deb Kolste 

  
DATE:    September 23, 2019 
  
RE:         Co-Sponsorship of LRB 3472/1, relating to: a statewide urban search and 
rescue task force and making an appropriation. 
  
DEADLINE: Friday , October 4th at noon 
  
The Wisconsin State Collapse Rescue Team has been in existence since 2005, funded 
by federal dollars from the Department of Homeland Security. It is comprised of 
members of municipal Fire Departments from around the state. The team is typically 
able to provide a 24-48 hour response time, quicker than the response from other units 
at the Wisconsin Department of Military Affairs. It is currently used as solely a collapse 
rescue team, though it does have All Hazards Urban Search and Rescue capability. The 
first major change in this bill allows for the team to be used to its highest potential, 
broadening the scope of practice and making the investment much more valuable to 
Wisconsin residents. New deployments for the team could cover collapse, trench, 
confined space, high angle, cave, wide area search, swift water rescue, and flood 
response. However, the current federal homeland security grant is not adequate to bring 
the team up to scale for the Type 1 capability they are requesting. This bill allocates 
$500,000 GPR in each year of the biennium to do that. This will provide for the 
administration, training, emergency exercises, and equipment needs for this scaled-up 
program. 
  
Because this team is made up of municipal employees but deployed as a state entity, it 
has historically encountered two barriers. This bill removes both. 
  
The first is related to reimbursement to the participating municipalities when the team is 
deployed outside of Wisconsin or during a FEMA emergency declaration. States and 
Canadian Provinces can request assistance from disaster response teams during 
events like hurricanes, floods, and storms. The Wisconsin State Collapse Rescue Team 
has participated in these in the past, but reimbursement from the other states and the 
federal government has historically taken too long – municipalities are forming their own 
budgets still waiting to be made whole from previous years’ deployments, sometimes 
even waiting multiple years. This bill will require the Department of Military Affairs to 
reimburse a qualifying municipality (defined in the bill), then seek reimbursement itself 
from the responsible party. If the Department of Military Affairs does not have adequate 
funds to cover that cost as it awaits the reimbursement, it may request those funds from 
the Joint Committee on Finance under a s. 13.10 motion. 
  



The second issue thankfully has not arisen yet, but it needs to be addressed: in the 
event that a team member is injured in the line of duty during a state deployment and 
forced to retire, the state will now be responsible for paying the increased premiums 
based on that injury. The state should take responsibility for these team members when 
they are deployed on state business. 
  
All of these changes will grow the numbers of participating Fire Departments, allow for a 
larger team with expanded capabilities, and maximize the investment for the state of 
Wisconsin. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Under current law, a regional structural collapse team contracted with the 

Division of Emergency Management in the Department of Military Affairs is required to 
respond to structural collapse incidents that meet criteria established by the division. 
Under current law, a team may respond only to incidents of structural collapse. This bill 
changes the team’s designation from being a structural collapse team to an urban 
search and rescue task force, as designated by the National Fire Protection Association 
and Emergency Management Accreditation program standards. This change allows an 
urban search and rescue task force to respond to any incident involving structural 
collapse, rope rescue, vehicle extrication, machinery extrication, confined space, trench, 
evacuation, and water operations. 
                Under current law, when a regional structural collapse team responds to an 
incident, the team must make a good faith effort to identify the party who is responsible 
for the structural collapse and provide that information to the Division of Emergency 
Management to seek reimbursement from that party. Any reimbursement to a structural 
collapse team is limited to the amounts collected by the Division of Emergency 
Management. Under the bill, this limitation on reimbursement is removed, and DMA 
must reimburse within 60 days local agencies that provided services as part of an urban 
search and rescue task force if agencies apply for reimbursement within 45 days of the 
conclusion of the task force’s deployment. DMA may seek reimbursement for those 
services from any responsible party. 
                The bill also allows DMA to reimburse a local agency for any increase in 
contributions for duty disability premiums because an employee incurred an injury while 
performing duties as a member of an urban search and rescue task force. 
                For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 
an appendix to this bill. 
  
  
If you wish to co-sponsor this bill, please contact either the Michael or Matt who work for 
Representative Rohrkaste at 6-5719 or the Michael or Matt who work for Senator Roth 
at 6-0718, or email the legislative accounts. All co-sponsors will be added to both the 
Assembly and Senate bills unless instructed otherwise. 
 


