
TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
FROM:           Representatives Jimmy Anderson, Melissa Sargent, & Senator Jeff Smith 
DATE:            November 25, 2019 

RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-3470, relating to: age for marriage 
  
DEADLINE:   December 12, 2019 

 
  

Marriage is one of the most important legal contracts a person can enter into. Yet, under 
current law, the state of Wisconsin still allows children to obtain a marriage license as long 
they are at least 16 years old and provide the county clerk with written consent from their 
parents or custodian. 
  
The unfortunate reality is that these situations are often instances not of parental consent, 
but coercion, where adults pressure children into legally binding relationships for 
antiquated reasons. It is especially concerning when the relationship is between a child and 
an adult, which would be illegal in any other circumstance. It is also true that many of these 
child marriages have an increased risk of domestic violence. 
  
No child should be entering into such a consequential, legally binding contract. Join us in 
taking this simple yet essential step to protect some of our most vulnerable citizens. 
  
A copy of the bill is attached to this email. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor, please reply to this email. 
  
Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: December 12, 2019 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill eliminates an existing exception to the marriageable age for certain minors 
between the ages of 16 and 18 and, accordingly, establishes that all persons must be 18 
years of age or older in order to marry. Under current law, a person who is at least 16 years 
old, but under 18 years old, may obtain a marriage license if the person provides the county 
clerk with written consent from the person's parents, guardian, custodian, or parent having 
the actual care, custody and control of the person. The required written consent must meet 
certain formal requirements for verification and must be filed with the county clerk at the 
time the person files an application for a marriage license. In certain limited circumstances, 
a court may provide the required written consent. This bill eliminates any exception to the 
general requirement that a person must be 18 years of age or older in order to marry. 
  
 


